
Mark & Andy investigated the distribution and
abundance of mice in relation to the distribu-
tion of three small burrowing seabird species
(Wilson’s storm-petrel Oceanites oceanicus,
grey-backed storm-petrel Garrodia nereis) and
slender-billed prion Pachyptila belcheri). They
set mice traps in all the main habitats – tussac,
heath, scree and rock using chocolate wax
blocks - these detect the presence of mice, by
examining for mice teeth prints left in the wax.
As expected they  found substantially more
mice activity in the lower coastal tussac  habi-
tat compared with habitats on higher rock scree
and slopes. Mice were recorded in lower num-
bers in all other habitats and even 210m high in
the upland tussac and on the rocky central
ridges of the island.

During this summer, Dr Mark Bolton of the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and re-
search assistant Andr ew Stanbury also from the
RSPB visited Steeple Jason with Falklands Conser-
vation to survey burrowing seabirds and house mice
on the remote north-west island.

Over time humans have unintentionally introduced ro-
dents to around 90% of the world’s archipelagos, in-
cluding the Falklands, with the  most commonly intro-
duced rodents; the brown rat, black rat and the house
mouse. Steeple Jason unfortunately has mice, likely
introduced during the sealing era when the island was
exploited for its vast numbers of penguins and seals,
luckily no rats ever invaded the island.

This preliminary investigation will assess
how the mice are influencing the petrel
populations. In addition they both visited
the neighbouring Grand Jason Island that
does not have mice or rats. During the few
nights on Grand Jason Mark and Andy were
impressed by the higher numbers of small
petrels whizzing around at night compared
to Steeple Jason.
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Slender-billed prion (left) and Wilson’s storm petrel (right)
captured on camera  during a night survey at Steeple Jason.

All three species were recorded during the
nocturnal surveys. Mark and Andy found
that the slender--billed prions were choos-
ing nesting habitats along the scree and rock
slopes, and in upland tussac, but avoiding
the coastal tussac habitats were the mice
activity was the highest.

Watch Group’s Caitlin finds Steeple a real treat.

During January I accompanied Falklands Conservation to Steeple
Jason. We first arrived at West Point on the Condor where I saw my
first colony of albatross. What a sight!! I couldn’t believe the amount
of albatross! Early the next day we were sailing towards Steeple
Jason.  After a gruelling 4  hours on the boat, feeling queasy and ill,
we arrived at Steeple. There are three gentoo colonies close to the
house and after having a quick lesson on counting penguins; we
started counting all the chicks that we could see!  The next couple
of days were spent travelling the Island, seeing the penguins and all
the amazing albatross.  We counted Giant Petrels, which are scattered
around the mountainside on the north side of the island and at the
neck in the middle of the island. We set mousetraps, we counted
Magellanic penguins up the south side by the shearing shed, and
watched FC’s Al Baylis and volunteer Jess attach geo-locators to
albatross.

With all this fieldwork we even found time to climb the highest
peak of Steeple Jason, as well as exploring the whole island. I had
a fantastic time on Steeple Jason and with fine weather and amaz-
ing views the trip was just perfect. Meeting and spending time
with the FC staff was great, I didn’t want to leave but unfortu-
nately school was calling and  it was nice to get home and know
that I wouldn’t smell of penguins and albatross! Falklands Con-
servation would like to thank the Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety for giving permission to work and stay on Steeple and al-
lowing Caitlin to accompany us, Rob at Carcass Island and
Mike Clarke for the boat transport.

Caitlin at one of the incredible Black-browed albatross
colonies at Steelpe Jason.
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Caitlin Bernsten was chosen as one of the longest standing Watch
Group members to accompany Falklands Conservation to Steeple
Jason to assist with the annual field work  in January.  Caitlin and
Watch Group leader Ali Liddle had the fantastic opportunity to visit
the world’s largest Black browed colony and to experience the type
of work that FC conducts over the summer months. Here is her
account of her trip...

Are you interested in visiting the albatross chicks at Saunders
Island and seeing 4 species of penguins? If so this trip could be for
you. FC are looking for members to help with thistle and dock
eradications on Saunders Island. There is the choice of staying at
the settlement and clearing invasive dock or camping at the neck
and clearing thistles.  There will be the opportunity to explore the
island and visit the albatross colonies that are close to both the
neck and the settlement.

All you need to do is pay for a re-
turn flight (approx. £100) and con-
tribute £15 towards food. Dates are
flexible around the weekend of the
13th-14th February. Contact Richard
Lewis or phone Carol at FC for more
info.

Nocturnal surveys were conducted to
record the abundance and distribution of
the burrowing seabirds around the island.
High-beamed head torches were used to
record the numbers and species seen fly-
ing about from a number of transect points
scattered around the island.

It is planned for the work to continue on
Steeple and Grand Jason to further under-
stand the relationship between mice and
burrowing  seabirds. This project was
funded by SAIS and FC are grateful to Wild-
life Conservation Society for access to Stee-
ple and Grand, Rob at Carcass and Mike
Clarke for the choppy boat rides.

Surveying burrowing prions and petrels on Steeple Jason
and the impacts of introduced mice.

House Mouse,Cute, but can
predate on eggs and small
chicks of the petrels

Initial surveys estimate that populations on
mouse free Grand Jason could be 10 times
more than the size of that at Steeple Jason.
Are mice responsible for lowering the bur-
rowing seabird populations on Steeple?

The peaks & ridges of Steeple Jason are home
to burrowing petrels.

Mark Bolton and Andy Stanbury laying mice
traps on Steeple Jason

Marine Mammal Medics Course 18th & 21st Feb
Do you want to become a marine mammal medic? FC are running a short course based on the British Divers
Marine Life Rescue training. The aim of the course is to provide training on what you should do if you come across
a stranded dolphin or whale, how to assess its condition and provide basic aid. We will practice on our realistic 2
tonne (rubber) pilot whale using floating pontoons, (see photo below), to learn how to re-float a whale and how
to successfully rescue and re-float stranded dolphins.

The course will be run in two sections, a theory session with
a presentation, and a practical session using the pontoons to
re-float the replica whale and dolphin.

This course is free to FC members (£10 to non
members), but you need to book in advance.
Please email Sarah to be booked on the course
or for more details:

sarah.crofts@conservation.org.fk

Sunday 20 or 21st Feb - Practical session (10am -12pm) -
Outside on the beach. Must bring a wetsuit / dry suit or wad-
ers. FC will be able to provide a limited number for use.

Thursday 18th Feb - Theory session (6pm - 9pm) - learning
about the cetaceans of the Falklands and previous stranding
events: theory behind first aid and re-floating techniques. You
must complete this course in order to do the practical, but
people can just attend the theory side and not the practical.
(Refreshments will be provided).

Providing first aid to a dusky dolphin

Transporting a stranded dolphin

Using floating pontoons to refloat a replica
pilot whale.
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Trip to Saunders Islands and thistle pulling



As part of FC’s ongoing commitment
to ex-situ plant conservation activities
we aim to create a DNA bank of the
vascular flora of the islands. On the
ground this means making collections
of dried plant material from the 173
native species so far recorded across
the islands.

Having planned field surveys out on West
Falkland and with knowledge of the wherea-
bouts of 98 species in the Chartres Horse Pad-
dock, this seemed an appropriate site at which
to kick-start the collections for DNA banking.
Little did we know that in the process of mak-
ing these collections we would uncover a fur-
ther 2 species at the site and bring the total
native species count to one hundred. The first
is one of our rare native ferns, the Brittle Blad-
der-fern Cystopteris fragilis, previously known
from only 11 ten km grid squares across the
islands. This is a delicate fern with fronds up
to about 15 cm long. It dies back at the end of
the growing season and as our survey of this
particular rocky outcrop was late March, we
can only assume that it had already died back.
The second species to be found was the easy-
to-overlook, rare Caducous sedge Carex ca-
duca, in this case growing in a coastal heath
association in the east of the paddock.

Over three days we made a total of 76 collec-
tions and over the whole 3 weeks of survey
work we sampled a total of 112 of the 173 na-
tive species currently recorded.

Surveying nationally threatened species
at Roy Cove, Port North and Dunbar

Building on recent updates to the Red list for
globally threatened species (currently under
review by the International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature), one aim over the next two
field seasons is to follow up as many of our
records for nationally threatened species as
possible. This will enable a re-assessment of
their current status and so allow us to focus
our attention on the most threatened. Field
trips to Roy Cove, Port North and Dunbar in-
cluded both follow ups of past records and
surveying of potential new sites for five of our
nationally threatened species: Chilean tall-fern
Blechnum cordatum, Fuegian whitlowgrass
Draba magellanica, Leathery shield-fern
Rumohra adiantiformis and the Patagonian
hawkweed Hieracium patagonicum. I was
lucky to have FC volunteer, Alastair Wilson,
to help me with survey work.

We surveyed large stands of the Chilean
tall-fern at Dunbar and Port North, add-
ing to the body of evidence suggesting
it is not as rare as originally thought al-
though still with its distribution restricted
to the milder West Falkland.

Having been most recently recorded on
Weddell Island and East Falkland (Rab-
bit Rincon and Volunteer lagoon), we
aimed to relocate the Fuegian
whitlowgrass population recorded by
Vallentin in 1911 from Crooked Inlet. Un-
fortunately, selecting different sites to the
last search in 2001 we were unable to find
this elusive species. Recorded at coastal
heathland sites, the Fuegian
whitlowgrass appears to overlap in its
habitat preference with the scarce other
native Whitlowgrass, however the latter
is also found on inland rock and reaches
to higher altitudes than the 15 m limit
which so far appears to apply to the rarer
species. The main visual differences be-
tween the two species are that the
Fuegian whitlowgrass produces fruit
pods that are less than 3 times as long as
wide, has leafy flowering stems and
hairier leaves. Despite our disappoint-
ment at not relocating this species we
did make many other exciting records at
Crooked Inlet.

Cont’d from previous page.....

Patagonian hawkweed, recorded fairly re-
cently in 2001. We carried out a full survey
of the slopes either side of Herbert Stream
and located eight further populations of this
species, one of which had over 1000 indi-
viduals. In addition we made another new
record for the Patagonian hawkweed further
south on and near Turkey Island, and a new
record for Dunbar of the same species. All
sites at Crooked Inlet were sheltered and
along with the Leathery shield-fern, the
Patagonian hawkweed clearly has a distri-
bution centred in the NW of the archipelago
from 3 to c. 40 m above sea level. The plants
weren’t in flower in early December so we
still have no photos for this stage of the spe-
cies’ development. We do have lots of im-
ages of its characteristic white-hairy leaves,
though.  populations occurred on mineral

Highlights of survey work at Dunbar were
the large stands of Chilean tall-fern, Coral-
fern and a site with great fern diversity. At
this latter site we made a new record for the
very rare Spleenwort fern Asplenium
dareoides extending its range from four to
five 1 km grid squares across the islands.

Botanical surveys on West Falklands.
By Rebecca Upson

Another major target for our work at
Crooked Inlet was to follow up historical
(1911) records of the nationally Endangered
Leathery shield-fern from Vallentin. In this
task we were more successful! Although
not globally threatened, the Leathery shield-
fern is only known from 5 records in the
NW of the islands, with 4 of these records
being over 40 years old. Having targeted 3,
we re-located 2 of  these 4, not bad consid-
ering the majority of these were for ‘Roy
Cove’, ‘Crooked Inlet’ and ‘Sharpe Peak’
with no specific location information. En-
couragingly the surveyed populations were
of good sizes and future genetic work will
uncover whether most of the fronds in each
population are from different or the same
individual plants. The Leathery shield fern
prefers sheltered sites, growing within
coastal heath, Tall-fern stands and more
rarely directly on coastal cliffs. It’s a spe-
cies of lower altitudes, being found up to
15 m above sea level. It can be told apart
from other ferns by the fact that its spores
are produced on normal fronds (unlike
Small-fern, Tall-fern and Chilean Tall-fern)
and its fronds grow from a long and creep
ing rhizome which is covered in  reddish
brown, toothed scales.

These are only the highlights of what was a
very successful field trip which has helped
to better assess the status of several of our
nationally threatened species. We also sur-
veyed in the Hornby mountains and that
work will be reviewed in the next issue. The Spider-flower is part of a family that is

closely related to the Orchids and like these
it produces minute, wind dispersed seeds.
Having only been known from Cape
Pembroke up until this year the Spider-flower
is one of our rarest native species and
classed as nationally threatened.
To find further populations, the places to
look are sandy coastal marshy grassland
sites, in association with Pigvine, Native
rush, Buttonweed and Smooth-stalked
meadow grass.

Originally recorded in the islands by
Ragnhild Brannstrom in 1993, the Spider-
flower (Arachnitis quetrehensis) has for the
first time been recorded outside of Cape
Pembroke. Falklands Conservation volun-
teer Eric Schneider spotted a flower of one
of these plants whilst helping to survey a
population of the Dusen’s moonwort out at
Bertha’s Beach. The two species have simi-
lar habitat preferences.

Native
Nursery
Update

Last November saw the visit of
Marcella Corcoran and Kit Strange
from RGB Kew. Part of the trip in-
volved sowing a range of native
plant species with Cynthia
Williams of Stanley Growers). The
majority of the seeds planted have
now germinated with the first off
the mark (8th December 2009) the
Emerald-bog Colobanthus
subulatus, a cushion-forming plant
with great potential for rockeries.

The latest species to germinate is the en-
demic Lady’s Slipper Calceolaria
fothergillii, another species with great or-
namental value. The most successful of the
seed grown species is the Prickly-burr, with
100 % germination and good growth. Of the
cuttings, the Stonecrop has proved the easi-
est to propagate and Cynthia has already
been able to split up one of the original
cuttings into further plants. We look for-
ward to regular updates on the progress of
the project.

All we see of this unusual species are its
flowers and fruit because rather than pro-
ducing leaves to photosynthesize, the Spi-
der-flower gains all its carbon from special-
ized fungi that colonize its roots. Its flower-
ing period is December to January and so
for most of the year you wouldn’t even know
it was there.

The third major target for our work at
Crooked Inlet was to assess the current state
of a population of the nationally Endangered

other similarly yellow-flowered members of
the daisy family is by its branched flower
stem, hairy leaves and the fact that the bracts
around the flower heads are covered in black-
stalked glands. In addition the parachute-
like bristles attached to fruits to aid wind
dispersal (the pappus) are not feathered.

January saw a great turn out for
the plant identification course.
Running the course again this
year were FC’s Dr Rebecca Upson
and RGB Kew’s Richard Lewis.
With all 16 places filled we were
pleased to attract another enthu-
siastic and interesting group.
Several field trip and lab work-
shops generated wide-ranging
discussions and allowed every-
one to get a hands-on introduc-
tion to plant identification and the
flora of the Falkland Islands. The
course ended on a high, with one
participant, Nancy Poole, discov-
ering a new population of
Dusen’s moonwort out on Cape
Pembroke.

Good turn out
for the native

plant ID course

Rare Spider-Flower Find

The best way to tell this species apart from

Nancy Poole and Cynthia Williams at Mt Challanger

The plant course group in the field learning about native
plants

Spider-Flower (Arachnitis quetrehensis)

Herbert Stream Gorge -A strong hold for the Patagonian Hawkweed.

A population of the rare Spleenwort at Dunbar
(A Wilson)

The Leathery Shield fern
at Crooked Inlet (A.Wilson) Stonecrop

Prickly Burr

Woolly ragwort

Banking the flora of the Falkland Islands


