Marine Mammal Medics Course18th & 21st Feb

a stranded dolphin or whale, how to assess its condition and provide badie aiil. practice on our realistic 2

to successfully rescue and re-float stranded dolphins. ] : .
Using floating pontoons to refloat a replica

_ The course will be run in two sections, a theory session withP!1ot Whale.
N - 1:' i"" a presentation, and a practical session using the pontoonsto

5 = A —
Providing first aid to a dusky dolphin re-float the replica whale and dolphin.

Thursday 18th FebTheory session (6pm - 9pm) - learning
about the cetaceans of the Falklands and previous strand
events: theory behind first aid and re-floating technigtes.
must complete this course in order to do the practical, b
people can just attend the theory side and not the practic

(Refreshments will be provided). allhIS course is free to FC members (£10 to non

members), but you need to book in advance.
Sunday 20 or 21st FebPractical session (10am -12pm) -Please email Sarah to be booked on the course
Outside on the beach. Must bring a wetsuit / dry suit or wa@ for more details:

ers. FC will be able to provide a limited number for use.  sarah.crofts@conservation.org.fk

Transpoting a stranded dolphin

Trip to Saunders Islands and thistle pulling

Are you Interested In visiting the albatross chicks at Saunderll you need to do is pay for a r
Island and seeing 4 species of penguins? If so this trip could be faiirn flight (approx. £100) and co
you. FC are looking for members to help with thistle and degkute £15 towards food. Dates
eradications on Saunders Island. There is the choice of stayifigxiile around the weekend of t
the settlement and clearing invasive dock or camping at the m8gk14th FebruarZontact Richa?
and clearing thistles. There will be the opportunity to exploreltb@is or phone Carol at FC for m
island and visit the albatross colonies that are close to botlntbe

neck and the settlement.

Watch Group’s Caitlin finds Seeple a eal treat. Caitlin at one of the incredible Black-browed albatross
colonies at Steelpe Jason.

Caitlin Bernsten was chosen as one of the longest stavditain
Group members to accompany Falklands Conservation to Steepl
Jason to assist with the annual field work in Janu@aitlin and

Watch Group leadeli Liddle had the fantastic opportunity to visit g
the worlds lagest Black browed colony and to experience the typefi
of work that FC conducts over the summer months. Here is he

account of her trip...

During January | accompanied Falklands Conservation to Steeplg
JasonWe first arrived atWest Point on the Condor where | saw my g
first colony of albatross. What a sight!! | couldn’t believe the amount& =
of albatross! Early the next day we were sailing towards Steepl ""r : 7 .
Jason After a gruelling 4 hours on the boat, feeling queasy and ill, With aII this f|eldwork we even found time to climb the highest
we arrived at Steeple. There are three gentoo colonies close to tipeak of Steeple Jason, as well as exploring the whole island. | had
house and after having a quick lesson on counting penguins; wa fantastic time on Steeple Jason and with fine weather and amaz-
started counting all the chicks that we could see! The next coupleng views the trip was just perfect. Meeting and spending time
of days were spent travelling the Island, seeing the penguins and allith the FC staff was great, | didn’'t want to leave but unfortu-
the amazing albatrosg/e counted Giant Petrels, which are scattered nately school was calling and it was nice to get home and know
around the mountainside on the north side of the island and at thiat | wouldn’t smell of penguins and albatrdsalklands Con-

neck in the middle of the islan@/e set mousetraps, we counted sewation would like to thank the iMlife Conseration Soci-
Magellanic penguins up the south side by the shearing shed, araty for giving permission to work and stay on Steeple and al-
watched FGS Al Baylis and volunteer Jess attach geo-locators tolowing Caitlin to accompany us, Rob at Carcass Island and
albatross. Mike Clarke for the boat transport.
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Do you want to become a marine mammal medic? FC are running a short course based on the British Divers
Marine Life Rescue training. The aim of the course is to provide training on what you should do if you come across

tonne (rubber) pilot whale using floating pontoons, (see photo below), to learn how to re-float a whale and how

Newsletter

Surveying burrowing prions and pgitels on $eeple Jason
and the impacts of intro '

During this summer, Dr Mark Bolton of the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and re
seaich assistantAndrew Sanbury also from the
RSPB visited $eeple Jason with Falklands Conser
vation to survey burrowing seabirds and house mice
on the remote north-west island.

uolog' W

Over time humans have unintentionally introduced
dents to around 90% of the wosddarchipelagos, i
cluding the Falklands, with the most commonly in
duced rodents; the brown rat, black rat and the h
mouse. Steeple Jason unfortunately has mice, |
introduced during the sealing era when the island
exploited for its vast numbers of penguins and s
luckily no rats ever invaded the island.

Mark & Andy investigated the distribution and
abundance of mice in relation to the distribu-
tion of three small burrowing seabird species
(Wilson’s storm-petreDceanites oceanicus
grey-backed storm-petr@larrodia nerei$ and
slender-billed prioPachyptila belcheji They = Sandertind Fran Sieepis Jason
set mice traps in all the main habitats — tuss . P ——
heath, scree and rock using chocolate v | $ur e
blocks - these detect the presence of mice Mo - e i
examining for mice teeth prints left in the wa ' wE .
As expected they found substantially m¢
mice activity in the lower coastal tussac ha e
tat compared with habitats on higher rock sc

and slopes. Mice were recorded in lower nu I B
bers in all other habitats and even 210m higt : L.
the upland tussac and on the rocky cen -
ridges of the island.

Slender-billed prion (lef) and Wil s storm petrel (right)
captured on camera during a night survey at Steeple Jason.

N e e
House Mouse,Cute, but can
predate on eggs and small
chicks of the petrels

I.r-h.

The peaks & ridges of Steeple Jason are home A|| three species were recorded during the Mark Bolton and Andy Stanbury Iaylng mice
to burrowing petrels.

nocturnal surveys. Mark anéindy found traps on Steeple Jason

that the slender--billed prions were choosiynitial surveys estimate that populations on
ing nesting habitats along the scree and rocouse free Grand Jason could be 10 times
slopes, and in upland tussac, but avoidingnore than the size of that at Steeple Jason.
the coastal tussac habitats were the micRre mice responsible for lowering the bur-
activity was the highest. rowing seabird populations on Steeple?
This preliminary investigation will assess

how the mice are influencing the petrellt is planned for the work to continue on
Nocturnal surveys were conducted tgoopulations. In addition they both visited Steeple and Grand Jason to further under-
record the abundance and distribution ofhe neighbouring Grand Jason Island thastand the relationship between mice and
the burrowing seabirds around the islanddoes not have mice or rats. During the fewburrowing seabirds. This project was
High-beamed head torches were used toights on Grand Jason Mark aladdy were  funded by SAIS and FC are gratefultid-
record the numbers and species seen flympressed by the higher numbers of smallife Conservation Society for access to Stee-
ing about from a number of transect pointpetrels whizzing around at night comparedle and Grand, Rob at Carcass and Mike
scattered around the island. to Steeple Jason. Clarke for the choppy boat rides.




Botanical surveys onWest Falklands.

By Rebecca Upson
Banking the flora of the Falkland |S|andSHerbert Stream Gorge -A strong hold for the Patagonian Hawkweed.

As part of FC’s ongoing commitment
to ex-situ plant conservation activities
we aim to create a DNA bank of the
vascular flora of the islands. On the
ground this means making collections
of dried plant material from the 173
native species so far recorded across
the islands.

Having planned field surveys out dklest
Falkland and with knowledge of the wherea-
bouts of 98 species in the Chartres Horse Pad-
dock, this seemed an appropriate site at which
to kick-start the collections for DNA banking. .
Little did we know that in the process of mak-We surveyed laye stands of the Chilean Another major target for our work at
ing these collections we would uncover a furtall-fern at Dunbar and Port North, add-Cro°ked Inlet was to follow up historical
ther 2 species at the site and bring the totég to the body of evidence suggestin 1911) records of the nationally Endangered
native species count to one hundred. The firt is not as rare as originally thought al- eathery shield-fern frondallentin. In this
is one of our rare native ferns, the Brittle Bladthough still with its distribution restricted &Sk We were more successfalthough
der-fernCystopteris fragilispreviously known to the mildeest Falkland. not globally threatened, the Leathery shield-
from only 11 ten km grid squares across the fern is only known fr.om 5 records in the
islands. This is a delicate fern with fronds upHaving been most recently recorded oW Of the islands, with 4 of these records
to about 15 cm long. It dies back at the end ofveddell Island and East Falkland (RabP€iNg over 40 years old. Having targeted 3,
the growing season and as our survey of thigit Rincon andVolunteer lagoon), we we re-Iocateq 2.0f these 4, not bad Cf)ns'd'
particular rocky outcrop was late March, weaimed to relocate the Fuegian/nd the majority of these were for ‘Roy
can only assume that it had already died backehitlowgrass population recorded bprve, Crool@d Inlet. an.d Sharpe Peak
The second species to be found was the easyallentin in 191 from Crooked Inlet. Un- with no specific location mformat.lon. En-
to-overlook, rare Caducous sedgarex ca- fortunately selecting diierent sites to the Courag'”g'y the surveyed popul'atlons were
duca in this case growing in a coastal heatfiast search in 2001 we were unable to fin@f 900d sizes and future genetic work wil
association in the east of the paddock. this elusive species. Recorded at coas:té['lmoverWhether most'of the fronds in each

heathland sites, the Fuegianpopqlatlon are from different or the same
Over three days we made a total of 76 colleowhitlowgrass appears to overlap in jtgndividual plants. Thg Leathery 'sh|eld.fer'n
tions and over the whole 3 weeks of surveyabitat preference with the scarce otheP'€f€rs sheltered sites, growing within
work we sampled a total of 112 of the 173 nanative Whitlowgrass, however the latterc0astal heathTall-fern stands and more
tive species currently recorded. is also found on inland rock and reacheg"?‘rely directly on coastal qlsf. It's a spe-

to higher altitudes than the 15 m limit ¢ies of lower altitudes, being found up to

. .  swhich so far appears to apply to the rare}[5 m above sea level. It can be told apart
Surveying nationally threatened specieg pp pply trom other ferns by the fact that its spores

species. The main visual differences be-
at Roy Cove, Port North and Dunbar tvF\)/een the two species are that thé'€ Produced on normal fronds (unlike

. . . Small-fern Tall-fern and Chileamall-fern)
BU|Id|ng on recent Updates to the Red list foFutean WhItIOWgrass prOduceS fruné’g]d its fronds grow from a |0ng and creep

: h I h i I
globally threatened species (currently undePOdSt atare less than 3 times as long ing rhizome which is covered in reddish

review by the International Union for Conser-V/d€, has leafy flowering stems andbrown’ toothed scales.

vation of Nature), one aim over the next tWJ1a|r|er leaves. Desplte our d|sapp0|nt- : ;
field seasons is to follow up as many of oufment at not relocating this species wefhe third major target for our work at

did make many other exciting records afCrooked Inlet was to assess the current state

cluded both follow ups of past records an; .:,. :
surveying of potential new sites for five of ourgsgs
nationally threatened species: Chilean tall-fer g
Blechnum cordatumFuegian whitlowgrass g
Draba magellanica Leathery shield-fern
Rumohra adiantiformisand thePatagonian
hawkweedHieracium patagonicuml was

lucky to have FC volunteghlastairWilson,

to help me with survey work.

~Fhe L eathery:
at 'Cr_gbked Inlet (

other similarly yellow-flowered members of . .
the daisy family is by its branched rowerRare Spld@FFlOWGF Fmd
Patagonian hawkweed, recorded fairly restem, hairy leaves and the fact that the bracts . . .

cently in 2001We carried out a full survey around the flower heads are covered in black2'9inally recorded in the islands by
of the slopes either side of Herbert Strearstalked glands. In addition the parachute Se =R e B or -
and located eight further populations of thidike bristles attached to fruits to aid wind e e a1
species, one of which had over 1000 indidispersal (the pappus) are not feathered. L U e [E30TEEE aUizinl of e
viduals. In addition we made another new Pemiireiie, =EEns ComsenElen Vol

record for the Patagonian hawkweed further te;erhErlc SIC hneldir_lsp(;]ttcleq B One
south on and near Turkey Island, and a neWighlights of survey work at Dunbar were © these plants whilst helping to survey a

record for Dunbar of the same specisi. the large stands of Chilean tall-fern, CoralpOPUIaﬁon of the Duseﬂ’moqnwort OUt.at.
sites at Crooked Inlet were sheltered anéern and a site with great fern diversity ~ Berthas BeachThe two species have simi-
along with the Leathery shield-fern, thethis latter site we made a new record for thé@" habitat preferences.

Patagonian hawkweed clearly hadistri- very rare Spleenwort ferAsplenium Al we see of this unusual species are its
bution centred in the NW of the archipelagadareoidesextending its range from four to flowers and fruit because rather than pro-
from 3 toc.40 m above sea level. The plantgive 1 km grid squares across the islands. ducing leaves to photosynthesize, the Spi-
weren't in flower in early December so we der-flower gains all its carbon from special-
still have no photos for this stage of the spelhese are only the highlights of what was gzed fungi that colonize its roots. Its flower-
cies’ developmentWe do have lots of im- Very successtul field trip which has helpedng period is December to January and so
ages of its characteristic white-hairy leavest0 better assess the status of several of offy most of the year you wouldn’t even know

though. populations occurred on mineranationally threatened speci&e also sur it was there.

veyed in the Hornby mountains and that _ _ _ _
The best way to tell this species apart fronwork will be reviewed in the nextissue.  The Spider-flower is part of a family that is
closely related to the Orchids and like these

it produces minute, wind dispersed seeds.
Having only been known from Cape
Pembroke up until this year the Spider-flower
is one of our rarest native species and
classed as nationally threatened.

To find further populations, the places to
look are sandy coastal marshy grassland
sites, in association with Pigvine, Native
rush, Buttonweed and Smooth-stalked
meadow grass.

Cont'd from previous page.....

Good turn out
for the native
plant ID course

January saw a great turn out for
the plant identification course.
Running the course again this
year were F& Dr Rebecca Upson |
and RGB Kews Richard Lewis.
With all 16 places filled we were
pleased to attract another enthu
siastic and interesting group. f¢
Several field trip and lab work-
shops generated wide-rangingjiss :
discussions and allowed every-&= & - i
one to get a hands-on introduc- Jﬁ‘ v f = Q
tion to plant identification and the |- £/
flora of the Falkland Islands. The == V :

Nancy Poole and Cynthiaillams at Mt Challanger

course ended on a high, with one
participant, Nancy Poole, discov-

-

f.’_

ering a new population of i. : [ ’;
Dusens moonwort out on Cape ¥ § e i s y
Pembroke. The plant course group in the field learning about native _ )
plants ' i o |
Spider-Flower Arachnitis quetrehensis)
Native

Last November saw the visit of The latest species to germinate is the en-
Marcella Corcoran and Kit Strangedemic Ladys Slipper Calceolaria
from RGB Kew Part of the trip in-  fothergillii, another species with great or-
volved sowing a range of native namental value. The most successful of the
plant species with Cynthia seed grown species is the Prickly-bwrith
Williams of Sanley Growers)fhe 100 % germination and good growth. Of the
majority of the seeds planted havecuttings, the Stonecrop has proved the easi-
now germinated with the first off est to propagate and Cynthia has already
the mark (8 December 2009) the been able to split up one of the original
Emerald-bog Colobanthus cuttings into further plantaie look for
subulatusa cushion-forming plant ward to regular updates on the progress of
with great potential for rockeries. the project.

Nursery




