Falklands Conservation

Penguins and Puffins Unite

By Sandie Robb and Polly Phillpot of The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland

The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland addition, are receiving an outreach lessolVe were lucky enough to see all these spe-
(RZSS), that owns both Edinburgh Zoo andon the life and environment of the Falklandcies in the wild and even had the chance to

The Highlandwildlife Park, has had links Islands. camp at/olunteer Point.
with Falklands Conservation now for many . L . . . .
years. During our time in the Falklands we deliv- All the pupils were a delight to teach and it

. . ered our outreach lesson in the form of & hoped that pupils from both Scotland and
In January we arrived in the Falklands toj5rge Scottish board game which not onlythe Falklands will gain a better understand-
deliver an RZSS outreach programme abouhroduced the children to Scottish wildlife ing of each others’ wildlife, environmental

the Scottish wildlife and culture to the Pri- anq jts threats but also to fun cultural asthreats, culture and lifestyle.
mary and Secondary Schools ey the  hects of Scotland.

Military School at Mount Pleasant and trav- g
elled around the islands with Camp Educa
tion during our stay

i i; ? So what how? On"9and 1@ June 2009,
N 4 Edinburgh Zoo will be the venue for two
h special Falkland Islands and penguin activ-
g _j ity days for the participating primary and
~ secondary schools respective@n these
days we hope to have selected pupils take
partin a live webcam link with selected pu-
pils from the Falklands.

had the idea to try and link Scottish schools
to schools in countries where we suppor
conservation projects in the wild; hence thd
RZSS school-linking programme was born#®
and the first port of call - the
Falkland Islands.

Sandie Robb (Left) and Polly Phillpot on their

Learning about each others wildlife at Goosef&™ o PL _._r-;?’
Green School T -;;_ e
We also patrticipated in the Camp educatior&- : .
wildlife watching andWATCH group - -y,
events.We travelled from the far flung ]
reaches of Hill Cove and Nor#irm to the ¢ ‘
relative bustle of FICS and 1JS with our ScotScottish puffins reach Camp Education
tish message of puffins and Highland flings!
Many thanks to all the staff at Falklands
travels around the Falkland Islands During our visit to the Falklands, we jumpedConservation who made our stay both
at the chance to see our captive penguinghemorable and a success.\afe indebted
Currently in Scotland we have 56 participatrelatives in the wild - gentoos, rockhoppergo Ali Liddle who omganized our hectic
ing schools that are working on their ownand king penguins, these species are all gthool schedule.
Scottish wildlife projects and, in Edinburgh Zoo!
For more photographs and to read our Falklands blog, please log onto the following site: http://rzssfalklands.wordpress.com

About RZSS and Falklands Conservation
RZSS has been collaborating with Falklands Conservation for a number of years and has proviﬂed

:ﬁ“‘%@ ! both funding and staff for several initiatives in the Falkland Islands. )

These initiatives have included assisting in financing a project protecting penguin breeding
sites, censuses of breeding penguin colonies and the striated caracara.
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AL More recently RZSS hosted a UK-based workshop on the plight of the rockhopper penguin.



Brown trout have been introduced across the Southern Hemisphere with commonl
devasting impacts on native fish. Zebra trout were once common in ditches and rivers:
the Falkland Islands but their numbers have plummeted since brown trout were introduce
in the 19408 and 5Gs.

Zebra trout have not adapted to share their habitats with ¢fe kaxd more predatory brown trout and have become easit isdifely

that brown trout also eat zebra trout eggs and young. The rivers, ditches and ponds of the Falkland Islands were surveyed in 199
team of fish scientists from New Zealand. Findings from their surveys found that brown trout were common across the north of
Falklands and that where brown trout occurred zebra trout were usually rare. Brown trout are quite aggressive and may prevent zebr
from reaching their feeding or spawning areas.

| have spent the last three months studying zebra trout in the Falllditius. team of FC volunteers and help from landowners on the
West and East, | revisited some of the survey sites from 1999 and examined new areas following local advice. Our surveying was c
out using a large sweep net and by electrofishing - where a pulse of electricity in the water stuns the fish, so they can be caugt

measured and then released unharmed. - _

Zebra trout were found in a number of rivers south of Lake Sulivan and in the south
of Lafonia. Elsewhere brown trout dominated our catckéthout a doubt brown
trout had spread since the last survey in 1999. Little is known about zebra tro
it is vital that we find out more about their lifecycle and spawning behaviour if we

eradication is therefore not an option. In fact, removing brown trout from a si
river would probably be unpopulafifficult and very costlyAlternate measures tog
help save the zebra trout are to look for ways to stop brown trout from spread

even further This perhaps may involve placing grids at the mouths of importga#
rivers or to remove invading brown trout by electrofishing. Both of these options
labour intensive, however it does not delimit the importance of gaining informa
on the zebra trout while we still have the opportunity

Electrofishing at Dunbar Farm (Rightingale)
Zebra Trout Facts

Only two freshwater fish, Falklands minnows and zebra trout are
native to the Falkland Islands.

Zebra trout are also found in Patagonia. They can live in land-
locked ponds but normally occur in rivers and streams.

.| il We think that most zebra trout are washed to sea just after
: ~ ¥l . R they hatch and return to rivers when they are still small.
4 They spend the rest of their lives in freshwater

Some brown trout go to sea to feed; they become silver and
are called sea trout. Occasionally sea trout enter new rivers
and this is how they spread.

The rivers and ditches of the Falklands are in very good
condition but sometimes high culverts under-road crossings
and fish walls make it difficult for zebra trout to get home from
the sea.

Trapped zebra trout are likely to be eaten by mullet and night
herons.

We can help zebra trout by: not moving brown trout to new
rivers, carefully releasing zebra trout if we catch one

® tingale) accidentallyand making sure that they can move freely to and
from the sea.

A large Falkland minnoGalaxias maculatuys

I would like to thank people M/est Falkland and Lafonia for their kind hospitality and advice when we were carrying out our field worl
This project was made possible by assistance from: Falklands Conservation, Falkland Islands Development Corporation, Environr
Planning Department and the Fisheries Department.

If you would like more information on the zebra trout project please contact Falklands Conservation or the Environmental Plan
Department at the Falklands Government.



e BIG Blubbery

Southern elephant seals move vast didJdntil funding becomes avail-
tances searching for suitable foragingable for such a study though
grounds and can cover 1000s of kilomewe have to rely on data gath-
tres, while diving down to depths of up toered from resightings of marked
2000 metres, between their two obligatoryindividuals.

terrestrial phases, moulting and breedingA large number of recently

In recent years these attributes have beemeaned pups are marked annu-
exploited by scientists who have been deally at South Georgia, Peninsula
ploying satellite-linked transmitters to theValdes inArgentina and at Sea
seals that operate as oceanographic samion Island in the Falklands.
plers by relaying information on salinjty

temperature and depth. This has producegdniquely marked Jumbo Rototags (cattle ear

important information on frontal systemstags) are applied to the inter-digital webbingsome of the long-term demographic work
and the processes of heat exchange withig the hind flipperThe resightings of these done by the Italian-based Southern Elephant
the southern ocean. marked individuals allows for the estimationSeal Research Group on Sea Lion Island has
More traditionally though, tracking devicesof life history parameters such as survivakhown that very few breeding individuals
have been and are still being deployed tand fecunditylt also allows for a study of are recruited from Peninsialdes, so we
find out where these large beasts go to forsite fidelity and movement patterns. are mostly seeing moulting individuals.

age and study the interaction between dif=, . . ) .
ferent populations. During the past few months, while in the fieldEfforts are underway to improve our knowl-

busy with other work, Falklands Conserva-edge of the important moulting and breed-
Tracking data is now available for mosttion on an ad hoc basis recorded the detailag sites around the Falklands, once again a
populations worldwide with a notable ex-0f 11 tagged southern elephant seals moulpriority outlined in the Seahction Plan.
ception being the Falklands. FC contribing at three different locations away from theirFalklands Conservation would welcome any

uted largely to a recently released Speciddreeding grounds. information on tagged individuals and
Action Plan for seals in the Falklands and_ moulting and breeding localities around the

a study on the movement patterns of soutt-1V€ Of these were tagged at Sea Lion Island|a s,

ern elephant seals have been set as a pri&r-‘d the remaining ones were all from distant

ity. Peninsulavaldes lying over 1000 km to the pjerre Pistorious
north west. Conservation Officer

Ind tour of Falkland Islands’ botany and more!

Conservation and Higher Education, Kew Garden

How much can you pack into two week&fen it's oganised by FC plant conservatioficgr, Rebecca Upson, the answer is a LOHis

was my first visit to the Falkland Islands and | had three main objectives. | wanted to get an overview of plant conservation issue
activities, to work with Rebecca on the Important PAaeas (IRAs) programme under the current OTEBject and to catch-up with Brian
Summers on progress with the invasive species work. It was an added bonilisto Beton, over from New Zealand working on gorse
control.Tom and | worked together irt Helena.

| can safely say that with the support of all the FC and SAt&H exceeded my expectatioe spent time in and arounte8ley as
well as in the camp — a delightful term that I'd read in the literature, but which came vividly to life as we visitédfP@ns Fox Bay
Saunders Island and Hope Cottage.

We met lots of landowners and had extensive discussibiese was
support for the idea of A& and plant conservation initiatives as long
as they work within a sensible financial framework. Reviewing potential
IPA sites also meant that | got to see several Fl endemics, including
shake plant, Moore’and false plantain — fantastic. | also sampled
teaberries — delicious! It was a real eye-opener to see the scale of th
' invasives challenge and impressive to see some of the strides bein
 taken in control. This is important for the up-coming regional invasives

. workshop inAscension.

IR & y’g& | also managed to go seed collecting with the volunteer group, met lots
N - —)E{.u_‘f of interesting people at my talk at the Chamber of Commerce, had suc:

_ -g—"”' . cessful meetings at Government House and the DoA, an enjoyable ‘con
B '“,-‘1 ; 3 4 . servation conversation’ at FIRS and saw four species of penguin anc
b Ny

albatrosses — what a brilliant trip - thanks to all.

Colin Clubbe exploring the Falklargiplant life



Unusual albatross chick spotted

tinctive eyebrow! It is thought to be an incredibly rare colour
variant.

Typically, in all birds there are small numbers of unusual colour

(they are all white), a form of albinism.

design of sunglasses if you like!

Thanks to Richar@iVarburton who spotted this chick standing
out from the crowd whilst on holiday visiting Saunders Isand.

Thursday 16th April 5pm - 6.30 pm Prize Giving
Prizes can be collected and will be presented.

FC Photographer of the Year award presented with a trophy.
Liquid refresments.

You can also view the display of
winning & selected photos
Friday 17th April 4.30 -6pm
Saturday 18th April 10 - 3pm
Sunday 19th April 11 -3pm

Want to be informed
and updated more easily?

Would you like to be informed with the latest events of Falklang
Conservation¥Ve are in the process of compiling a new email distr
bution list for all our Falkland members.

You will receive email notifications of members meetings, public talk
and workshops, FC community events from beach cleans to fun
ing eventsYou can become more involved in our work and notifiéd
more easily of where and how you can join in.

If you wish to be added to this list could you please email - hawiller@conservation.org.fk
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This unusual coloured black-browed albatross chick was spot-
ted on its nest at the Rookery on Saunders Island. The chick has
a lack of black pigmentation on its beak and is missing its dis-

variations, some albatross and indeed penguins can be leucistic

Why do black-browed albatross have their dark eyebrows? It is
generally thought that the black eye markings act to reduce the
glare reflected by the sun on the water as they forage - an animal



