Seabird monitoring sumary for 2008/09 season

A number of seabird species of the Falkland Islands are numeraraiyn terms of conservation status, of global importafisa result,
the Falkland Islands Seabird Monitoring Programme (FISMP) was initiated in 1989/90 with the objective of monitoring numbers (in ter
breeding pairs) and breeding success of Gentoo, Magellanic, Rockhopper and King penguins and Blaékhatoassd

Gentoo Penguin

During 2008/2009 breeding pairs were 3
counted at 15 monitored colonies. E
Based on the 2005/6 census these: -

colonies make up about 16.8% of the & 0

TioF

Falklands populatior total of 21,669 = |
breeding pairs were counted compared:

to 14,114 last yearThis represents a ? '
remarkable increase of 53.5% and isZ
likely to be the highest numbers since =

the inception of FISMPThe overall

calculated breeding success was 1.16 s

chicks per breeding pafn estimated
10% mortality resulting from starva-
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Magellanic Penguins

Magellanic Penguins were monitored
at Volunteer Point, Sea Lion Island
and Steeple Jason. The overall breed-
ing success was 0.93 chicks per pair
compared to last ye'ar1.78. It was
still marginally above the average for
the study period (1989 onwards).
The burrow occupancy rate has
shown a general decline since 2000,
although this season it was up to
about 30% compared to last ysar
23%. In relation to last yeaboreed-
ing density declined avolunteer

tion andAvian Pox subsequent to Numbers of breeding pairs of gentoo penguins from 1Boint and increased at Sea Lion Is.
chick counts reduced this to aboutannual monitoring sites

1.05, which approximates the
average for the past two decades.
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Rockhopper Penguins
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Six colonies are monitored on Steeple”

Jason and the others on Sea Lion Is= "1

land, Fanning Head and Berkeley®
Sound making up about 1.5% of the "
population. The number of breeding .,
pairs from the monitored colonies to-
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talled up to 3,320 compared to 3,070 0

counted last yeaiThis represents a
noteworthy increase of 8.1% and is
well above the average since 2003.

erage breeding success also increas
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relative to last year and was 0.72
chicks per breeding pair compared to s -
0.63. It was marginally lower than the
mean breeding success of 0.74 since
1993.
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King Penguins 0 4

A record number of 594 King penguin |
chicks were counted atolunteer 100 4
Point. This compares to 501 countedr:'
the previous season and the highest

count of 533 in 2006. The population
has been steadily increasing since the
19805.
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Number of king penguin chicks elWnteer Point

Black-browed Albatr oss

Counts of breeding pairs were con-
ducted from five colonies/sites
around Steeple Jason. The demo-
graphic study also continued and 425
nests were marked at the beginning
of the seasomll breeding adults in
the study colony without rings were
ringed during October and Novem-
ber. All chicks within the study
colony were also ringed close to
fledging. Breeding pairs within all the
monitored colonies increased to

Numbers of breeding rockhopper penguins from 3 of the3,432 from last yeas 3,170, and is
&Tnual monitoring sites

well above the average of 3,075 for
the past four years. Breeding suc-
cess was down to 51.6% from 61.6%
recorded last yeahnnual adult sur
vival was estimated at a relatively
high 94.4% compared to 89.8% for
the previous year

Seabird monitoring for 09/10 season is
scheduled to commence this October
FC acknowledge the support given by
FIG for the FISMP programme

If you would like a full copy of this
report emailed to you please contact:
pierre.pistorius@conservation.org.fk



The Millennium Seed Bank Project
By Tom Heller MSB Seed Collection @€er, Royal Botanic Garden

sister garden T
Wakehurst Place inf

the Sussex country-+ =

side)? Before storage®
in the seed bank at
20°C. the seeds mus
be dried, cleaned anc¢:
packagedAt the start [
of storage, and ever
so often subsequently®
a small sample off
each collection is taker
out of the bank and™*
germinated, to deter-
mine germination re-

guirements and ensure e s g - e
the seeds have re- chneider painstakingly collects seeds of the

tained their viability Moore’s plantain by ®&phers Peak

Many of the germinated seedlings ofit is important that the collections in the

Falklands species are then transferreidank are put to good use. Thus, we will
S TS ; to Kew's living collections, where their be looking at the ways that species
S . : © cultivation requirements can be fur-banked from the Falklands can be used
~ False plantain at &n Shilling ther studied and also be used in disin the years ahead to support plant con-

: i i & | plays to raise awareness of the florgervation in the Islands.
With the help of local volunteers,  of the Falklands. One such project has already received
early 2009 saw another successful funding from OTEPASs part of the new

season of seed collecting in the Falk- They join almost 50,000 other seed col? year plant conservation project being
land Islandsas part of the Millennium lections stored at the MSB, contributingcarried out by Rebecca Upson, a native
Seed Bank Project. During my two weeko the achievement of the currenplants nursery will be set up within
long visit in Februarywe were able to projects taget to collect and bank an Stanley Growers. The project will be run
make several valuable contributions testimated 10% (some 24,200 species) dfi collaboration with RBG Kews
ex-situcollections of Falklands plant spe-the worlds seed-bearing flora by 2010. UKOTs team, with two members of dtaf
cies. Many collections were made in the travelling to the Falklands this coming
Stanley area, particularly at the botaniWhy store all these seeds? Banked sp&pring to work withilim and Jan Miller
cally rich Cape Pembroke, such as thaties can be made available for researc®eed collections made in the Falklands
of the charismatic dusty milleP(imula and human utilisation, and for the potenwill be dipped into to provide a starting
magellanicd from Yorke Bay Pond. tial recovery and restoration of threatpoint for propagation of a range of na-
Seeds of the endemic vanilla daisyened species and ecosystems. Sedde plants. Species will be targeted for
(Leucheria suaveolehsvere collected banks provide an insurance policy againgtale to the local community or as used in
from nearby Sapper HilA highlight of  the extinction of plants in the wild, com-restoration projects.

the trip was my visit to Port Stephensplementing the conservation of

Volunteer Eric Schneider and | were abl®iodiversity directly in the wild. There are now collections from 77 Falk-
to make collections of two very interest- lands plant species, representing almost
ing species — the false plantain 50% of the 155 or so native seed bear-

(Nastanthus falklandicys and What next? The MSB has the capacityng plants, including 9 of the 13 endemic
Moore’s plantain Plantago mooei), to store up to half of the workli’plant Species. In coming years, itis hoped that
both of which have very narrow distri- species. Building on its experience othe seed of even more (perhaps almost
butions with only a small handful of working in partnership with seed banksll!) of the Islands’ species can be con-
populations known to exisAfter | left, and conservation organisations in moréerved in long-term storage. The contri-
many other volunteers assisted in conthan 50 countries, the MSB is now aim-bution of volunteers is important in help-
tinuing with the collections. ing to secure in safe storage 25% of thig to achieve this!

world's plant species by 2020, along with
So, what has happens to these seed coleveloping networks to enable the usé you are interested in helping, please
lections once they arrive at the Millen-of seeds by local communities and in coneontact Rebecca Upson at Falklands
nium Seed Bank (located at Kesw’ servation and research projects. Conservation.



WackyWorld of Animals..

} Weddell seald(eptonychotes weddellinhabit the circumpolar region around
Antarctica and are common around thetarctic Peninsula on the sea ice.
These seals can dive as deep as 700m and stay underwater for 80 mint

They feed on krill, fish and even penguins, feeding below the sea ice to avc
. larger predators such as leopard séalsddell seals are the most southerly
seals and even remainAmtarctica during the wintefhe males dig holes in
the sea ice with their teeth to maintain access with the vilaéeiemale pops
up in the air hole, then the male will take the opportunity to mate with he

Males typically have shortened lives as gradually their teeth become complet
worn down by biting at the sea ice.
= Weddell seals are not migrants and typically remain in the area that they we
bornto, soitis very unusual to se&/addell Seal so far north in the Falklands.
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A rare visitor

This month an extremely rare visitor turned uf

in the FalklandsA youngWeddell seal was seen &= = e — _
just east of FIRSS hauled up on the beach’;w -
This young seal made the most of his rest, ar™ =~ g A

lounged on the shore for 2 days before returr
ing back to the wateand in the process at- |
tracted a handful of keen wildlife enthusiast
who grabbed the opportunity to see this unug
sual visitor

. break in the Falklands .
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King penguin adopts enemys chick
King and Emperor penguins often adopt chicks that aren’t their own, eith
taking on abandoned baby birds or kidnapping those of other penguins. Tf
may be driven to do so by the increased level of the hormpaiactin,
known as theparenting hormonebecause it is thought to help maintain
the bond between chicks and adults when they are away foraging. Itis r
unheard of for a bird to try to raise the young of another species. It usua
occurs when a parent fails to correctly identify their offspring, because the
original nest has been lost or because they can't resist the begging cue:
chicks that are not their owA. king penguin which had adopted a skua
chick was recently observed on Marion Island. This is surprising becau:
the skua is a bird which preys on penguin chicks. The penguin may ha
stumbled across the chick and adopted it perhaps due to the similar bro
colour of the down of both species.

Ralph the Humboldt Penguin, at Ma
the UK, found himself the centre o

after donning his new stylish Sportsw
season! Ralph found himself bald afte
all his feathers at once during his an 4
Most penguins do this over a period .
At risk of sunburn, his zookeepers ¢a
this novel idea to allow Ralph to St
whilst his feathers grow back.
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King penguin defending its adopted Skua chick on Marion Island




Elephant Beach Farm T ussac Planting

Join in the annual tussac plant at Elephant Beach Farm, now in
its 5th year the extensive planting programme has seen an area
once black and eroded transform into a sea of healthy tussac.
This weekend is the perfect escape for keen conversationalists
and families, and also a fantastic chance to visit and explore this
beautiful corner of the Falkland Islands. Dig out your shovels
and join in with some restoration work.

For further information

contact Ali at the office.

Tickets will be available 1st Septemfder more information con- N
tact Carol at the FC office and look out for details of the auction Donated by Quark Expeditions
items and raffle prizes in the Penguin News. (Tickets can only be bught fom within the Falkland Islands

Volunteers needed for West Point Island Tussac |

FC are dfering a chance to join a trip West Point Island.
You will leave $anley on Friday the 9th and be picked up frgn
Carcass Island by Mike Clarkeboat -The Condor - sailing
under rugged cliffs full of albatross colonies before reachi
West Point Island.

Saturday and Sunday will be spent tussac planting, and returning to S
on MondayAccommodation and meals will be provided by Mike and Jea

-
the fantastic views and visit the DesiNose Black-browed albatross colony 3
along with rockhopper penguins and a wealth of other wildlife. i".':-.';?s‘ ik

The trip will be available for ten Falklands Conservation Membersand will be on a first come first served
basis.You should be relatively fit and willing to participate some long hours in tussac plattisguill be

a great opportunity to visit the remdfest Point Island, see great wildlife and get involved in a beneficia
conservation project.

If you are interested in joining in the trip please contact Sarah or Carol for more details and to book you
on the trip.(Expected costs of around £100 per person for travel)

PARTNERS



