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TRAGEDY AS 200 PILOT
WHALES STRAND

On the morning of Monday thecontacted and agreed to fly themspared any prolonged suffering
23rd of June Falklands Conserva-out by helicopter the next morning. and this has to be seen as the
tion received a report that 150 Pi-Having gathered advice from the most humane course of actign.
lot Whales had been stranded on &ritish Divers Marine Life Rescue T———
beach near East Bay settlemenand one of their vets the team wel
West Falkland. ready for the 7am departure tc

Knowing that time was of the esMount Pleasant Airport where they

sence, Falklands Conservationwere to meet the helicopter. -
contacted the farm manager whdJnfortunately on their arrival at i e
kindly agreed to go and assess thEast Bay the team discovered 4. _ e
state and extent of the situation anainammals were stlll alive but in ¢

in touch W|th|n two hours and told longed exposure to blrds, none ¢
how he had found that the Pilotthe surviving animals had their eye
Whales had stranded along a Gand many had had their tongue
kilometre stretch of coast, and hepartially removed. With the vet as
estimated that there were approxi-sessing each animal it was decide
mately 200 in total with only aboutthat the best course of action to tak
20 still alive. When asked what conwould be, as feared, to put the re
dition these remaining mammalsmaining Pilot Whales down. The Sea King Helicoptér dropping
were in we were told that they werdn mass strandings such as thigurEseerr
very distressed and that there werattempts to re-float are not ofter
many birds already on site. an option, but with the skills learnt
The next step was to find away t@n the Marine Mammal Medic

transport a team consisting of acourse (now taken by 37 people i‘&_x-,.__ g

tist from the Fisheries departmentsigns should be looked for to hel

and a Falklands Conservationidentify the condition of the mam:{ =
represenative to this remote locamals. Unfortunately in this case
tion quickly. The military were none of the whales could be save
but 42 animals were continue overleaf




.............. continues

The scientist from the Fisheries Department collected over 50 samples and these will be used to asse
maternal structure within the whole pod, looking at mother/infant relationships and also trying to discover

which male sired the infants, which could be related to the species selection system. The gene
will also be used in a global database to assess stock relationships between Long-finned Pilot
New Zealand, the North Atlantic and the rest of the world.

A group from the Falkland Island Fisheries Department and Falklands Conservation will be retu

ic samp
Vhales |

ning to

the site for a period of three days in order to collect more samples. The team will collect geneticl sample
from each animal to help in assessing the age. They are also hoping to collect stomach content $amples

ascertain feeding behaviour.

Falklands Conservation would like to thank the following people for their help in this situation-
The Military for transporting the team, Vet Kevin Lawrence and Sue Halfacre from the Veterinary
ment, Alan Webb and Adam Cockwell from the FIDF, the FIGAS pilots for aways keeping an eye

Depart-
put, And

Stocks from the Fisheries Department and Andy Findlay who was a tremendous help throughopt. Thar

you all.
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C § | t| Cal Iy E N d an g e red '\[/F(l;]rtrgally—heated soil near volcahic
MegaDOde Watling’s visit to Fonualei, initiateld

by the IUCN Species Survival Cqm

Pu I IS Bac k frO m B rl N k Of mission/ BirdLife International/ WP

Megapode Specialist Group

EXtinCtion andfunded by the Dutch Van

_ Tienhoven Foundation for Interna-
In the first survey for 10 years  Bijrdwatch , vindicates the translocatjonal Nature Protection, is the fitst

of a remote Polynesian island by tion of megapode eggs fromto gauge the progress of the
BirdLife International’s Fiji  Njuafo’ou to Fonualeiin 1993/4 by translocated megapodes. In|10
ﬁ;féléifr’eg)lg kd (\)/:/Jab'[l|ilr:lgg ,Op?ﬁe Dr Dieter R_inke of_the Brehm Fl._lnd hours, the ornitho|ogist.obser\/ed 56
estimated population of the for International Bird Conservation malau on asmau fraction of the [s-
Polynesian Megapode, " Germany. , _ land, and estimated a total adult
Megapodius pritchardij which Following 1993 survey, Rinke took population of 300-500 birds. “The
until recently had only been €99s and chicks from Niuafo'ou, establishment of a new population of
found on one tiny island. where the south west Pacific’s lasthe Malau on Fonualei is a remayrk-
megapode faced extinction fromaple conservation success and dem-
over—harvesting by humans and prepnstrates the Tongan Governm
Watling’s visit to the remote island dation by introduced animals, todetermination to conserve its unique
of Fonualei in the Kingdom of Fonualei. This 2-km-wide island, wildlife heritage,” says Watling. “This
Tonga means that estimates of th&ome 20 hours journey by boat froms a wonderful success story for cpn-
megapode’s population have beerNiuafo'ou, was selected for being un-servation in a region where congder-
doubled, with an estimated 300—inhabited, little—visited and providing vation is only beginning to emerge
500 on the island, possibly now sur-the perfect egg—aying conditions forfrom the era of rhetoric and paper
passing the number found on its lasthe megapode, which does notincuparks. It is a tribute to vision and
native island, Niuafo'ou, where a bate its own eggs but lays themin action.”
1993 survey had revealed a popu-
lation of only 188—235 pairs. Until
now, the Polynesian Megapode,
also known as the Niuafo’ou %
Megapode, or locally as the Malau,® =
has been teetering on the brink of '
extinction and classified as Critically
Endangered. The revelation, whic :
has been reported firstin June’s is: g
sue of BirdLife’s award—winning
guarterly magazine, World

For further information, pleade
contact Gareth Gardiner—Jones|at
BirdLife International in Cami-
bridge, UK: tel. +44 (0)1228
279903; (0)7779 018 332 (mobile);
gareth.gardiner@birdlife.org.uk

pictured left a Megapode taken from
the birdlife websitevww.birdlife.org

Information from RSPB press release
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More Plant species-now protected

Executive Council has approved a proposal put forward by Falklands Conservation to the Environmentaj Officer
to add ten more plant names to the protected list. The following plants have been added-

Antarctic Cudweed-Gamochaeta antarctica Skullcap-Scutellaria nummulariifolia

Chilean Tall-Fern-Blechnum cordatum Mudwort -Limosella australis
Patagonian HawkweedHieraceum patagonicumMoore’s Plantain-Plantago moorei
Fuegian WhitlowgrassDraba magellanica TasselweeeRuppia filofolia

Spider Flower-Arachnitis quetrihuensis Fuegian VioletViola magellanica




The Gorgeous Grey!

KeW G ard e n S In a recent article in the Evening

Standard David Beckham was com-
pared to a Patagonian duck! Per
haps the only real interest in the a
' ticle is that it contained some inte]
esting facts about the Patagoni

~1i... duck or as it's known locally, ‘Gre
~ duck’. Apparently the Real Madri

Herbarium volunteer, Lilian Kid
has been training in Kew Garde
London since early May and h
been thoroughly enjoying herse

She is pictured here next to the bigie = managing director Jorge Valdan
gestflowering lilly in the world. Thi . | tried insulting the England Captai
Titan Arum can be viewed in th = saying that he lived the lifestyle t

Princess of Wales Conservato = that of a Patagonian duck whic
Kew Gardens. London. i “leaves a mess with every step].
Falklands Conservation wish Liliaff - /% Il There are 20,000 Grey ducks in the
all the best with the remainder of h Falkland Islands and they are kno
course and look forward to seei for their striking red eyes and dis-

her back in action in the Ealklands tinctive crest. Perhaps it is not Davigl
Conservation Herbarium soon. # who has been insulted in this com-

parison!

Receiving your Newsletter

Fa|k|and8 COHSGFV&I’[IOI’] Sale Do you receive your News Letter in

the post but would like to get it vig

only available from the Stanley Office email? If so please fill in the cut out
=, = = - section below or email your detail
T N7 .

y G : to FC and become an environmelr|
tally friendly member today! If you
have an email address and can down
load Pdf files then why not give it &
. . go? If you find that you prefer to re-
"Ry — ceive a hard copy then you can &l-

Falklands Conservation still has on sale a small amount of g3/8Ys revert back to the posting sys-
items, clearing room for new stock due in a couple of monthg€P- _
you are looking for a barguin why not pop in a see us abovel|thé duick and easy way to receive

UJ

Jetty Centre, Ross Rd. your most up to date Falklands
= -.....Conservation Newsletter. ____
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