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GWMW wfy 15 Yowna of Acbior for Wildiife

Environmental and wildlife
charity Falklands Conservation cel-
ebrates 25 years of action for wild-
lifein 2004.

In 1979 Falklands Conserva-
tionwasestablished and to mark this
special year a program of public
events and celebrations is being
launched, aswell as aLocal Grant
Scheme, quarterly Members M eet-
ings and an Award Scheme for the
junior groupinmemory of thelateLyn
Blake.

TheAnniversary Year will offi-
cially beginat the end of January with
apubliclaunch by Robert Napier, Chief
Executive of theWorld Wide Fund for
Nature. At theend of thesummer there
will be a campers bash at Port
Howard, West Falkland and again at
Fitzroy, Eagt Falkland, totieinwith the
Rural Business Association’s Sheep
Show. Therewill also beagolf tour-
nament, aCharity Ball and abig open-
air party towardsthe end of the year.

Cause of Penguin Deaths Proven

From December 2002 and Feb-
ruary 2003 there were many penguin
deathsaround the Falkland I1slands.
The cause of these deaths has now
been proven to betheresult of dgal
poisoning, as shown by the results
recieved from the Wildlife Conser-
vetion Society’ sHe d Veterinary Pro-
gramme.

Falklands Conservation and
Wildlife Conservation Society vets
visiting thelslands at the time both
collected samples which are now
shown to have positive results for
toxinsfromthe Pardytic Shdllfish Poi-
soning (PSP) group.

The analyseswere conducted

at the Instituto de Fomento
Pesquero, PuntaArenas and were
tested usng amethod known ashigh
performanceliquid chromatography.

Eleven penguinswere sampled,
of whichfive showed postiveresults.
Some of the tissue samples tested
actudly contained toxin levelsabove
those considered toxic for humans,
in particular those tissues from the
intestines, stomachs and stomach
contentsof thebirds.

The positiveresultswereall ob-
tained from Gentoo penguins, from
Steeple Jason, SeaLionldand, New
Island and Saundersidand showing
that it was a widespread case of

poisoning that affected most of the
birdsaround the Idandslast summer,
and that those animals found with
clinical Sgnswere certainly suffering
from poisoning a thetimeof thesam-
pling.

Thisyear there have beeniso-
|lated reportsfrom the Queen Char-_
lotte Bay area of NI
sick and dying| @8
penguins, how- |
ever as yet this
appears to be at
avery low level |&
and not areason
for concernat this
stage.

Kelin Schafer
2002 |




Argentinagetsfirst IBAS

Conservation Grant Scheme
Launched

BirdLife'srecent Global Council Meeting, held in
BuenosAires, wasthe stting for the announcement of the
designation of Argentina’s first Important Bird Areas
(IBAS). The six areaswere selected after extensivere-
search by AvesArgentinas, with support of BirdLifein
Spain and the Netherlands and Pan American Energy.

TheIBAsof Comercio SierraMorena (in Misiones
province), Bafados del Saladillo (Cérdoba), El
Nandubaysal (Entre Rios), Cuenca del Aguapey
(Corrientes), ReservaEcoldgicaEl Bagud (Formosa) and
Reserva Natural Otamendi (Buenos Aires) were an-
nounced, which lack either legal protection or arethreat-
ened by land-use changes.

Among the globally-threatened speciesliving inthe
new IBAs are the Black-and-White Monjita Xolmis
domincana, Chestnut Seedeater Sporophila
cinnamomea, and the Black-Fronted Piping-guan Pipile
jacutinga (al classified asVulnerable).

Falklands Conservation hasjust completed thefirst
round of selection and drafting of IBA sitesaround the
Faklandsarchipe ago. With the hel p of many landown-
ers, detailsare now being put together for afinal draft of
an Important Bird Area Directory. It is hoped that this
new publicationwill be availabletowardsthe end of 2004,
and will catalogue some of the most important bird sites
around theidands.

A Guide to Falkland Idands Insects

Dr Alex Jones, theinvertebrate specialit, is cur-
rently producing thefirst illustrated guide dedicated to
theinsectsfound inthe Falkland Islands.

The book includes sections of each different insect
family including some excellent picturesand an 1D key
to makeidentificationthat much easier.

The book will havefive ‘ habitat’ montage pages,
each with insect speciescommonly found in that area,
again easing the ID of acomplex group of animals.

The book isto be published in the later half of the
austral winter, solook out for it and be prepared for an
Family Carabidae- theground beetles
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Metiusblanda
(metdlic beetle)

Lissopterus quadrinotatus
(Darwin’'sblack beetle)

Faklands Conservation haslaunched anew Grant
Scheme desingned to promote and encourage environ-
mental and wildlife projectsaround the Falklands.

The Grant Scheme is one of theinitiatives to cel-
ebrate Falklands Conservation’s 25thAnniversary.

Five grants of up to £1000 will be made available
annually from fundsleft to Falklands Conservation by the
late Mrs Joan Kennedlly, for the purpose of conserva-
tion, education and protection of wildlifearound the Falk-
lands archipelago. Conservation Officer Becky Ingham
said “ For many years Falklands Conservation has been
incredibly well-supported by local people of theidands.
We hopethat this Grant Schemewill encourage people
tolook at the opportunitiesand identify something that
wecan hdpwith, that will benefit the environment or wild-
lifeof the Falklandsand enable usto put something back
into thelocal community.”

The Grant Scheme hasno strict rulesasto what sort
of projectswill befunded; the only guidelineisthat it must
be of benefit towildlife or the environment in someway,
and must be carried out within the Falklands. Some ex-
amplesof relevant work might berestoration of damaged
habitat, tussac planting for example, remova of pestsor
invasive plants, wildlife or baseline plant surveys, provi-
sion of hides, sheltersor information for touristsor the
enhancement of breeding Sites.

Applicationswill be considered by apanel of staff
and Trustees of Falklands Conservation twice ayear,
with awardsbeing madein March and September.

interesting read!

Dr Jonesand hiswife areinthe Islands at the mo-
ment, collecting moresamples. Their vist will include
collectionfrom West Falkland aswell asEast Falkland
90, if anyone findsany unusua bugsAlex would bede-
lighted to recieve additional insectsfor ID. You never
know, you may find thefirst oneever!

Family salpingidae
Poophylax falklandica
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Illustrations by
Richard Lewington

_ ~ Crymus antarcticus
Quediusmesomelinus




John Ridgeway’s
Save theAlbatross Voyage
2003/4

Limited-edition Book Raises
Funds For Albatross
Campaign

InMarch thisyear ayacht, the English Rose VI,
isdueto arrivein the Falklands as part of around the
world trip to advertise the plight of the albatross. The
yachtisbeing skippered by John Ridgeway, whoin 1966,
along with Chay Blyth, were thefirst to row acrossthe
Atlantic Ocean, and who has since made a number of
other sailing tripsaround theworld.

He decided to make the voyage because of his
concern a the continuing decline of many speciesof al-
batross dueto mortality in thefishing industry with par-
ticular emphasison piratefishing. Of the 24 speciesof
albatross, 17 arenow listed asthreatened. Heishoping
to usethe voyageto help promote Birdlife Internation-
a’s SavetheAlbatross campaign.

Since 2001, when it wasstarted with fundsraised
by the British Birdwatching Fair 2000, BirdLife's Save
theAlbatross campaign hasaimed to reduce the number
of seabird deaths caused by the longlining fishing indus-
try to sustainablelevels, with one of the principleaimsof
the campaign, the coming into force of thegoba Agree-
ment on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels
(ACAP), anessentid stepin halting continuing declines,
just being achieved. It ishoped the Falklands can join
thisagreement in 2004, when the UK ratify on behalf of
their overseasterritories.

John Ridgeway has made apersonal committment
to thiscampaign to prevent what he considersto be‘the
needless slaughter of albatross . Having sailed around
theworld threetimes, he seesthe albatrossasan integral
part of the southern ocean, and thereforeit isimportant
for individualsto stand up and be seen.

In addition heisasking peopleto sign apetition
that can be viewed at:
http://Amww.forest-bir d.or g.nz/petition/index.asp

The English Rose VI left Wellington, New Zea-
land, on the 24th January, setting off onitsnext legtothe
Fakland Ilands. Theyachtisdueto arrivein the Falk-
land Islandsin mid March having completed what has
been described asthe most challenging leg of thevoyage
yet, asthey follow the albatrossesflight acrossthe South
Pacific and round Cape Horn. Falklands Conservation
are planning to hold areception for the weary sailors
oncethey arrivein Sanley. After which Tim Reld, amem-
ber of the SeaBirdsat Seateam, will bejoiningthecruise
for theleg heading down to South Georgiawhichisin-
tended to highlight theimpact of trawl fisheriesand of the
Patagonian Shelf on the Black-browed albatross.

All net profits from this stunning limited edition
book, Antarctica, Explorer Series, Volume 1 areto be
donated to BirdLife's Save the Albatrosscampaign.

Thequdity of theimagery issuchthat photograhers
Pat and Rosemarie K eough have received the distinc-
tion of * Nature Photographersof the Year’. The book
itself hasalso received the prestious award of * Worlds
Best Photography Book’ thisyear aswell as17 other
significant awards. These awards have helped the au-
thorsto acheivetheir misson - to creat theworld’shigh-
est quality book as aninnovative way to support con-
servation.

The ultra-luxuriousbook hasimagery of the
entirelandscape of the continent from the widespread
polar plateau of theinterior to the mountainous coast;
and from off-lyingidandsand icy seasto the stormy
Southern Ocean. Wildlifea so featuresprominantly in
thework.

Thebook isalso highly exclusiveasonly 950
copies have been printed, each one being hand-sewn
and bound.

WanderingAlbatrossbroodinginrain
Photo taken by Pat & Rosemarie Keough
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Themaj esticanderingAIbatrossisthreatened
by longlinefishing in the Southern Ocean.
Tony Palliser / BirdLife International




King Penguin Adopts Gentoo
Chick

Bottom Idand can now beclassfied asarat freezone!
This excellent result was confirmed by Professor
Clive Bedey and hiswife Sarah who stayed on Bottom
Isandsfor afew daysin mid January. s
They were delighted to report that thereisnow a &= '
White-chinned Petrel colony, breeding Cobb’swrenand &
Tussac birdson theislands, which definitely provesthat
therearenorats.

Gnaw-sticks were also placed out around theis- ==
lands by Clive and Sarah and these too backed up the E
rat free status as none showed signs of being chewed. &

Thismakesasignificant first for therat eradication
programme asnow 3 full yearshave past and no sgnsof
re-infestation have occurred.

A k| ng pengw n hasapparently adopted Gentoochi cks
on Saunderslsland. The bird hasbeen seen feeding
young chicks and, as far as we are aware, this has
never happened before around theidands. It isre-
ported that when one Gentoo chick runsoff, the adult
Kingwill go and find another Gentoo chick to feed!

Congratulations!

A huge congratulations from all at Falklands
Conservation to Sarah and Wayne Clement on
the birth of their baby girl, Ella Debbie.

1 here h b asighting of anAlbino Gentoo pen-

guinthismonth. Thisrare bird hasbeen seen at Kidney
Cove, East Falkland. FALKLANDS CONSERVATION

One Albino Gentoo Penguin was sighted here last has great stock for sale

year however it was not seen to be breeding.
(Thanksto David Lewisfor thisexcellent photo.)
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