On asunny and mild day that felt
morelike springthan mid winter, an
amazing turn-out of nearly 60 peo-
plearrived to help clean up asection
of Moody Brook and grazing land
to thefar west of Stanley. With some
focussed peopleand somelargeplant
availableto help, afantastic job was
acheivedin ashort spaceof time.

The clean started at 11am on the
morning of Saturday 26th of June.
TheMoody Brook areacomprises
an extensive tract of land, used for
common grazing of horses and a
popular spot for birdwatchers and
dog-wakers. Two main sectionshad
been previoudy identified asbeing of
particular concern, and with two
separate groups of cleanersit was
onwiththejob! Everyoneworked
tirdesdly for threehoursandwith the
help of alorry and digger from the
Public Works Department, some
enormousamounts of rubbish were
Cleared.
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Brook Clean-up

and other volunteers managed to
moveamassive amount of barbed
wirewhich stretched across Moody
Valley. Also removed were thick
sted cablesonceused tostabilisethe
radio masts which were part of the
largest communications sitein the
Falklands.

On this occasion one set of these
cables werecompletely removed
from thesite, but another clean-up
isplanned asthe areais so vast that
weplan totarget M oody Brook for
future clean ups through out the
comingsummer. Theaimisto en-
surethatthe areaiostotaly dear of
rubbish and debristhat could pose
adanger for both domestic animals
and wildlife.

With an area such as Moody
Brook adl work carried out isaper-
manent benefit, thedifferencefrom
just threehoursistremendousand
hasundoubtedy spurreddlinvolved
to come dongto futureclean ups.

FaklandsConservation wouldliketo
thank everyobody involved for their
help. Special thanksto FIC for sup-
plying the skips, Seafish Chandlery for
the drinks, Hillside camp for thetea
and coffeeurnsandFreshco for their
on-going supply of meat for much
needed warm stews! The day was
made a particular succes by the hard
work of the FIDFwho dugall thested
cableout by hand and assistedinthe
removal of barbed wire, Sally Blake
for cooking the fantastic stew, the
Bread Shop for therollsthat accom-
panied it. Findly, and most importantly,
all of those peoplewho came along
and helped.

Other vital help wasgiven onthe day
by the Public Works Department of
the Falklands Government, who came
adongaspart of thar* Cleanup Stanley’
campaign. Part of this campaign is
focussed on removing large pieces of
rubbishlying around town inyards. If
youthink you need them - givethem a
call.




UK secretary visits
Falkland Office

Ann Brown, who runsour officein theUK, reports
hereon her latest visit.

| rather dreaded comingto theFaklandsin June.Asa
veteran of some8tripsto thelslands, | have avoided
venturingsouth inwinter. 1 now know that thiswas
rather foolish, and it wasinfact greet to escapefrom a
hot and muggy L ondon to afresh, sunny, andnot very
windy, Stanley.

The dark evenings provided an excellent excuse to
catch up on important gossip with Kay McCallum.
Shemust run thebest B & B in theworld —though if
youaretheonly out of season gues, asl was, you will
leave rather overweight! After-work walkswereout,
though Falkland stargazing was, as ever, awondrous
experiencefor me. But there were compensations
with other enjoyableeveningactivitiessuch asthefirst
of Ben Sullivan’sleaving eventsand dinner at Gov-
ernment House (yet more gluttony).

| arrived at MPA loaded down with goodies. The
most important was astock of our new book I nsects
of theFalkland | dands so that these are now avail-
ablefor salein thelslands. With them were three
beautiful printswithillustrationsfrom the book — for
display in theoffice, but alsofor sale. | brought with
mealso asupply of new leafletsabout Volunteer Point,
which will beavailable at the site next season and to
those adopting a penguin there, quantitiesof member-
ship lesfletsand magazinesfor the WATCH Group.
Thesewereof coursein additionto all the paperwork
necessary forthered purpose of my trip.

It proved to be 10 days packed with meetings, ara-
diointerview, discussons, brain storming sessons, and
intensive periods when Becky and | werelocked in
serious dialoguefrom which we emerged to trium-
phantly declare (more often than not!) that we had
cracked yet anothertricky issue. Itisthecrucial budget
and planningtime of theyear — sortingout end of year
finances, and doingour bestto ensurethat activities
for next year have enough resources. \We are now
confident that even with acutin thelevel of our Falk-
land Government grant for 2004/05 wewill beableto
meet our operationa costs withno reductionin the
leve of activity. Thiswill only happen however with
successful fundraising efforts in both UK and Fl —and
| havetaken away with me achalenging programme
to carry out over the next 12 months. On my last
eveningl attended a meeting of theFl Trustees. This
included apresentation onthework of the UK office,
and what it has achieved over the past ten years.
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Escapingfrom Stanley, | had awonderful day wan-
dering thebeach and dimbingamountainaLongls-
land Farm. Many thanksto Debbie Summersfor her
company, and for taking me there, and to Neil and
GlendaWatson for their marvelous hospitdity. | am
also very grateful to Andy Dousefor givingmesuch
an excellent tour of Bertha'sBeach. It was worth
fallingin apeat holefor my first sght of Coscoroba
Swang Phillippa Thompson’ swelcome afterwards
inmy very muddy statewith reviving soup andwineto
aid recovery was indeed much appreciated.

| returned to UK with heavy load of Newslettersfor
UK membersand penguin adopters. | dsoreturnwith
aheartfull of optimism for theyear ahead. 1t willbea
full of challenges, but I am now well prepared and
focused on what | cando for Falklands Conservation
in UK -and inspired to get on with it assoon as| can.
No doubt about it though, | will be back again sum-
mer or winter.



Darren’s Back!

Well, I'm back at FC for another 4-month stint after
my second year at University. Only onemoreyear to
go, and my degree will be finished and | might be
around longenough to seeaFdklands summer for a
change! So, what have | been up to the past 8
months? Theway that my degreeisstructured means
that rather than havingbig final examsthecourseis
modular, so the marks are gained as you go along.
Thenew moduleseach year support theones already
gained, and become more specialised asthe years
progress.

There are 5 core moduleseach year that haveto be
takenfor adegreein Zoology. In addition,4 modules
can bechosenfrom avariety of areasdlowingyou to
focuson your own interests. Thisyear | chose mod-
ulesthat focused on Ecology. Nextyear | have de-
cided to take a set of modules focussing on habitat
management and wildlifeconservation. | haveto ad-
mit that the core modulesthat | just finished were
dightly lessthaninteresting, so thisyear has been abit
of achore. Tha' sthebig advantageof doingamodu-
lar course; thelongest you ever haveto do onesub-
jectis4 months!

Thebest bit of the year though wasaweeklongtrip to
Majorca, subsidised by the university. Thiswas al-
legedly afieldtrip, involving set projectsevery day.
Theenthusiasm and speed gpplied to theprojectswas
amazing, awholedayswork achieved by lunchtime
every day! | wish | could say that this was out of
somesort of professionaism, and theafternoonswere
spent constructively, but the lureof theCervezawas
too strong. Onaseriousnote, thetrip wasvery useful
wewereapplyingwhat wehad learnt to thefield, and
given afreereign to study somethingthat interested
us. | managed to spend my timeclimbing limestone
cliffs, well avay from thetutorswith their hedth and
safety sheets! Thankfully, theinsects| were looking
forweren’ tasenthusiasticabout dimbingas| was, so
thehoursof stetistics | was dreadingweren’ t required.
Nextyears modules, whilst notinvolving Mediterra-
nean beaches, look to bemore interesting than this
years, so I'mhopingthey’ |l seem abit easer!

So, the next few monthswill seemein the FC office
helpingout wherel can, before gettingstuck into the
rat workin timeto clear someislandsin September.
I’'msureyou’ [l behearingfrom meaganinthe mean-
timel

Military carry out
Fox Point beach
clean

On Sunday the 23rd of May 17 personnd from MPA
carried out abeach clean near Fox Point, Bertha's
Beach. Thisareaisproneto rubbish washingup due
toitslocation. An area stretching 700 metreswasti-
died with much rubbish collected. All rubbish was
logged to help provide someideaof wherethe rub-
bish camefrom andidentify patternsof distribution.

Top of theligt of things collected wereplastic bags,
containers, ropes and other plasticitems, all of which
poseagravedanger towildlife and especially seabirds,
who ingest theseitems mistakenly for food.

In conjunction with the clean up Sgt ChrisMulligan
asocarried outabird count. A number of Tussac birds
wereseen, and notably al east Seedsnipein thecar
park at Bertha's Beach. The day was ahuge success
andwasenjoyed by al whotook part. Falklands Con-
servation would liketo offer their support inany fu-
ture cleansthat themilitary organiseand passon their
congratulationsfor successfully clearing an areain
much need of atention.

What a Breakthrough!!

It will beof nosurpriseto our female members thaj
scientists havejust confirmed what we knew all dong
- that males redly don'tlisten! Scentists studying
Shearwatershave recently discovered that the amouny
of food taken back to the young by the female de;
pendson the urgency of the cdls, where asthe mag
takes the same amount of food back every timere;
gardless.... (Sorry gents! couldn't resigt!).

Members Meeting

The next Members Meeting of Falklands Con-
servation will be on Wednesday 28th of July in
the Chamber of Commerce, starting at 7pm.

Refreshmentswill be provided and therewill be
a presentation by Sarah Clement on the com-
munity educati on and publi c awareness under-
taken by FC, especially focussing on the Watch
Group. All members welcome, for more info
call 22247.




Unusual Bird Sightings

for the Falklands

During April, a White-faced Whistling Duck was
spottedat Goose Green by Brian Aldridgeand Albert
McL eod. First seen on the 17th and 18th of April, it
caused aflurry oninterest amongst keen Falkland
birdwatchers, and was recorded again on the 7th
May. Therewasinitially agroup of six ducksspotted
-incredibly unusual for theFalklands asthebird, aso
knownasa‘TreeDuck’ ismost commonally seem
north of the Rio delaPlatain the north of Argentina.
It hasalso been seen intropical Africaand America.

Mike and Sue Morrison returned to Goose Green
onthe 27th of Juneand thebirdswerestill present,
perhaps ebingtempted to stay by the unseasondly
warm weether. Sueaso spotted a Sandpiper to the
west of Stanley - another unusud sighting for thistime
of yesar.

Money donated by young entrepreneurs

I'n a school project set by the Falklands Commu-
nity School, a group of children sold penguin
badges to raise money for Falklands Conserva-
tion. FCwould liketo thankthe childrenfor their
S : . !
o i-! i E considerationand do

nation. (Left: Conser-
vation Officer Becky
Ingham accepts a
cheque from Emily
Hancox)
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Sale Items....

!_ | The Msitors Guide to the
= | Falklands, thisisan excellent

book and at only £9it makes
., ° agreatgift for anyoneinter-
- ededintheldands.
NEW! The I nsects of the
Falkland I slands is now
available, with somefan-
tastic illustrations and
costing only £5 to mem-

ber of FC...
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INsects

Flowering Plants of the Falk-
landsis abeautifully illustrated
reference book and makes a
wonderful giftfor plant lovers. It
isconciseand easy toread, mak-
ing plant identification much
easer. Only £9 each.
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Theabove publications are all availablefrom Falklands
Conservation officein Stanley
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