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Ratification of ACAP — New hope for

Albatross

Recently, conservationists across
theworld were celebrating the news
that South Africaratified theglobal
Agreement on the Conservation of
Albatrosses and Petrels, thereby
guaranteeing its entry into force.
ACAPisanessential stepinhalting
continuing declinesintheworld’s21
Albatross species, al of which now
face varying risks of extinction ac-
cordingtothelUCN Red Ligts. Here
inthe Falklands, the Black-browed
albatross has declined by over
87,000 breeding pairsinfiveyears
and hasrecently been re-categorised
asEndangered.
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Ecuador, Audrdia, New Zealand ad
Spain have already ratified ACAP.
SouthAfricabecoming thefifth coun-
try meansthat thiswill enter into force
on 1% February 2004. Under ACAP,
sgnatory statesarerequired to take
measuresto reduce seabird bycatch
fromfishing, shownworld-wideto be
the prime factor in the relentless
populaiondeclinesinthemgority of

albatross species and related
seabirds. It aso requiressignatory

states to develop a wide-ranging

Action Planto tackle not just threats
from fishing, but also eradication of

introduced predators, reduction of

disturbance, habitat lossand preven-

tion of marine pollution.

Falklands Conservation, as an
Associate member, joins BirdLife
International inurging the UK, in-
cluding the Overseas Territories of
the Falklands, Tristan daCunhaand
South Georgia, dl of whichhold glo-
bally important populationsof some
of the most threatened species, to
ratify theAgreement without delay,
aswell as France, Chile and Peru.
French-governed Amaerdam Idand
ishometo the most threatened spe-
cies, theAmsterdam albatross, clas-
sified as Critically Endangered and
aso threatened by disease, now only
has a population of some 20 pairs
breeding annually and sufferingin-
creasingchick mortaity. Euan Dunn,
Head of Marine Unit for the RSPB,
comments* With many albatrosses
diding towardsextinction, ACAP's
entry into force comesnot amoment
too soon. Thetreaty’ sstrengthisthat
it islegally binding on signatory
states, so they will haveto takefirm
measuresto protect seabirds'.

Inlight of these new developments,
the ‘ Save the Albatross voyage
leaves South Africathisweek. John
Ridgway, who rowed the Atlantic
with Chay Blyth in 1966 is one of
Britain'smogt experienced sallorsand
recently left South Africaon hisyear-
long epic voyageto campaign against
illegd fishing. John arrivesinthe Falk-
landsin January and FC will be host-
ingawelcomereceptionfor him, prior
to hisdeparturefor South Georgia.
Onthistrip hewill be accompanied
by FC'sTim Reid, aimingto highlight
the continuing plight of the Black-
browed albatross.
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Darren says a goodbye as he embarks on another
term at university

Therearen’t many peopleintheworld that would choose to spend their summer holidaysin the Falkland Islands
winter volunteering for conservation. Those of you who know mewon't be surprised by thisapparent madness, for
the privileged few who haven’'t met mel should explain...

| arrived in the Falklandsin July 2001 and spent just under ayear volunteering for Conservation, leaving in May
2002. | havejust donethefirst of three years studying Zoology at University. For somereason Universitiesgive
outrageoudy long summer holidays, probably so that the sensible can earn enough to keep the bailiffsat bay. Whilst
all my friendswere looking forward to bar and factory work, | was cringing from theidea of stacking shelvesin
Sainsburysfor 4 months. | may beagreat believer in the benefitsof experience, but | couldn’t see how that could
possibly help anything, let alone my degree. Off went ahopeful email to Conservation, begging them to saveme
from the boredom of the UK. Thankfully, they weren't quiteassick of meas|’ d thought and started saving jobsfor
mestraight away. Having experienced awinter inthe Falklandsbefore, | wasresigned to thefact that | wouldn't be
having quiteasmany adventuresas|’d had last time. Thisdidn't really matter, as| wasgoing back to the Falklands,
which had well and truly wormed it sway into my affections.

| hadn’t expected many trips and adventures, but |
couldn’t have beenmorewrong. Thefirst day back was
the midwinter swim. Thefollowingweek | wasat East
Bay for amasswhale stranding (one of theworst thingsl
have ever seen, but necessary nonetheless). Tendays _
later | wasback at East Bay for aweek taking samples ;
fromthesamewhaes Afew weekslater | wasonKeppel ™ g
Island clearing gorse. My final tripwas10daysonNorth . &
East ISand onarat eradication project. All thishasbeen -
interspersed with spur of the moment mercy missions,
weekend walksand tripsto some of the most beautiful
placesintheFalklands. All thisand | ill foundtimeto |
help out around the office, planning trips, learning new |
skillsand assisting with setting up the Photo Database
which | beganlast year. Withnew skillslearnt, new spe-
cies seen, new placesvisited, new adventureshad and |
most importantly of al, somereally worthwhilework that
| have helped out with, | can’'t regret amoment of my
time down here. With camp driving, quad driving, more
death-defying adventureswith leaky dry suits, high speed
rib adventures, hiking in the snow and close encounters
with sealions, I’ ve had plenty of excitement to keep me
going for afew weeksat least!

Sadly, after abrave attempt to get rid of me by auctioning me off at the charity ball, it stimefor meto leave again.
Another year at university calls, which I’ Il start with ahost of new storiesto bore my mateswith, new skillsand
knowledgeto apply to my courseand aload of new experiencesto remember. Most importantly | have old friends
and new to look forward to coming back to next year, al of whom I’mreally going to miss. Thanksto all those at
FC who madethistrip possible, those who trusted me with their houseswhilst away, and to thosewho weren't lucky
enough to be away whilst | stayed withthem! Thanksalso to those not involved with FC who kept me busy in
betweentimes. So, until next year’sinstament. ..



Field Assistant 2003 - Jim Scott

My name isJim Scott and | work for the RSPB (Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds) inthe UK. | aminthe
Faklandsfor sevenweeks, till mid December, asssting
FC with their annual seabird monitoringprogram. Thisis
acombination of amonths sabbatical plus some holiday.
| have worked for the RSPB since 1991 on anumber of
different naturereserves. For myfirg four years| worked
inmy native Scotland, and then moved south to England.
| havebeen at my current reserve at Snettisham in west
Norfolk for the last eight years. Snettishamisalovely
placetowork. Thereserveissituated onthe east Sde of
theWash, and congistsof 1,830haof intertidal mudflats,
saltmarsh, brackish lagoons, and vegetated shingle. The
Wash isthe most important estuary inthe UK for wild-
fowl and wading birdswith over 300,000 present at peak
timesduringthewinter. Snettishamisthesinglemostim-
portant part of the Wash holding up to athird of theWash
total. The vast flocks of wading birds feed out on the
mudflatsoutside of the hightide period. Oneof therea
sonswhy Snettisham isso attractiveto wadersistheavail-
ability of disturbancefreehightideroosting sites. Part of
my job isto ensure the availability of roosting sitesfor
waders. Theseoccur within aseriesof lagoonsthat run
parallel to the beach, and consist of aseriesof idandsand
shingle spits. To maintainthem in optimum conditionre-
quiresmanipulating lagoon water levels, removing veg-
etationonanannual bass, and replacingwashed out shin-
gleonanoccasiond basis.

A whole range of wading species can be found onthe
reserve, either spending the winter or passing throughin

spring or autumn to and from their breeding and winter-
inggrounds. Most of thewadersbreed up intheArctic.
Someare circumpolar breederssuch assanderling, oth-
erscomefrom specific areas, such asbar-tailed godwits
from western Siberia, and knot from Greenland and east-
ern Canada.

From late October through to early February there-
serveisalso hometo one of thelargest roosts of pink-
footed geeseinthe UK. Inrecent yearsnumbershave
peaked at around 35,000 to 40,000, which is around
onesixth of theworld population. They breedinlceland
and eastern Greenland and mainly winter inthe UK.

My job as warden entails running the reserve on a
day to day basis, managing other staff and volunteers;
maintaining acar park, footpaths, birdwatching hidesetc;
carrying out habitat management; conducting awhole
series of survey work; producing an annud report, plus
numerousother adminwork. 1 am asoinvolvedinwider
conservation work within the Wash and north Norfolk.

During my stay inthe Falklands| will be assstingwith
countsof penguinand abatross colonies, aswell ascar-
rying out somediet sampling to find out what the birds
have been eating. So far | have been out to Sealion
Idand for acouple of days, and surveyed coloniesaround
Bull Point and Motley Point. Areasyet to cover include
around Volunteer and Cow Bay, Port San Carlos, and
hopefully atrip out to Steeple Jason to monitor alba-
trosses.

So far | havereally enjoyed myself. Thewildlifeis
amazingly tame, and the people arevery friendly. | am
suretherest of my stay will bejust asgood.

Jim Scott November 2003

Fossilised Albatross Colony Discovered
Source:- THE GARDIAN

Thefirgt fosslised colony of breeding albatrossever dis-
covered hasbeen unearthed by researchersin Bermuda.
The colony was entombed under several metres of sand
inasingle storm, burying adults, eggsand chicks.

Thebirdswere driven out 400,000 years ago dueto
amassvejump insealeve, to morethan 20 metresabove
itscurrent height. Storrs Olson of the National Museum
of Natural History in Washington DC saysthat “thea -
batrosswould probably still bethereif wehadn't had the
rise”

The Bermudabirdswere short-tailed albatross,
(Phoebastria albatrus,) and are only found on afew
idandsoff Japan, having beendl but wiped out by feather-
collectorsacentury ago. Thisspeciesiscritically endan-
gered and elsewhere around theworld abatrossare be-
ingaccidently killed by long-linefishing.



M oody Brook Clean Up!

Spiderman tovisit Falklands!

Theannual Falklands Conservation Beach Clean istak-
ing placeon Sunday 7th December 2003 at Moody
Brook.

Rubbish and industrial waste poseareal threat to our
environment. We need to keep our beachesfree of rub-
bishfor the people and wildlifewho useit.

We have chosen Moody Brook thisyear aswe feel
that there isalot we can do makethe place much safer,
especialy for thehorsesnow grazing there.

Thecleanwill be garting at 10.30am and we hopeto
finishat around 2.30pm. Therewill beafreebarbeque,
teas, coffees and the odd beer afterws!
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New Faces at Falklands Conservation

AmandaM orrisisthe new Executive Officeand will be
holding fort until Sarah Clement returnsfrom the UK.
Amandawill bedoing all the usual jobsaswell aswork
ingwith theWatch Group, and focussing onthe 25th
Anniversary Celebrations.

ChristinaLaskaridishas comefrom Athens, Greece
asavolunteer for Faklands Conservation before shegoes
off to Universty in the UK and already sheisthoroughly
enjoyinglifehere.

Alex Crippsasyou may remember did her work ex-
perience herelast year. Shehasjust finished her IGCSE's
and will now aso bevolunteering for Falklands Conserva
tion before shegoesto collegeinthe UK.

FALKLANDS CONSERVATION
Conservation Officer :Becky Ingham
Field Science Officer : NicHuin
Executive Officer: Amanda Morris
Company Secretary: Ann Brown
F| Secretary : Hay Miller

Seabirds at Sea Team : Dr Ben Sullivan, Tim Reid and
Andy Black

Trustees : Nikki Buxton (FI Chairman), Keith Biles (FI
Treasurer), Robin Woods (UK Chairman),
Malcolm Hunt (UK Treasurer)

A full list of Trusteesisavailable from our offices
The Newsletter is edited by Becky | ngham
Company Number 3661322 Charity Number 1073859

In January, the Falklands are all set to receive a visit
fromAlastair Lavery, the RSPB’svery own Shackleton
Spiderman!

Alastar will bearriving onthe 21 January, to collect
basdline dataon the distribution and abundance of Falk-
land spiders, from avariety of sitesaround theislands.
Hewill dothisby pitfdl trapping, using traysduginto the
ground to literally catch the spidersasthey walk along
the ground, and also by direct searching. Although his
vigtisbrief, justamonth from mid January to mid Feb-
ruary, Alastair intendsto cover many different areasand
habitatsin hissearch for theidands 8-legged residents.

Funded by the Shackleton Scholarship and supported
by Falklands Conservation, thetrip will cover Lafonia,
the Wickham Heightsand areas of West Falkland. This
isthe second trip Alastair hasmadeto theislands, the
first beingin 1997 when hevisited to help FC develop
their environmenta education programme.

Faklands spiders are arelatively unknown part of
thefauna. There are 19 types of spider and 2 types of
harvestmen, with many of these being endemic to the
idands. First described in 1913, with updatesin 1977,
literature on thisgroup of animalsisrareand little has
been published. Ultimately, Alastair aimsto work with
Falklands Conservation and interested locals, to pro-
ducean iIIustr guideto thespiders.
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Photo: Green spider, Dave Tyler 2002

Adopt A Penguin

A Gift That LastsAll Year
This Adopt-a-Penguin Pack is
availablefrom the UK and Stanley
Office. They make great presents
and give you the opportunity to
help support the Falkland
IdandsWildlife.
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