Falklands Conservation, PO Box 26, Jetty Visitor Centre,Stanley,FIQQ 1Z2Z

Email: grant.munro@conservation.org.fk
Telephone (00500) 22247 Fax (00500) 22288
WWW.CONservation.com

Censuswor k underway

On the 3" November, following some
frustrating weather delaysthefirst team
set off on Mike Clarke's Condor to
Beauchéneldand toforgetheinitid seps
pf thelong-awaited 2005 albatrossand
penguin census. Tim Reid, Oli Yatesand
Nic Huin endured arelatively comfort-
able crossing leaving the harsher return
Fide for Mike, Ron Dixon and Derek
Clarke—to whom we are most grateful
for thecongderableeffort. Thesmal team
Femained for 8 days to make the first
counts of the 5-yearly census of the
UCN listed endangered black-browed
plbatross and the threatened
rockhopper, near threatened gentoo
penguinsand the king penguins.

Tim and Nic then continued on the boat
feam with Sarah Croftsand Cleo Small
from the RSPB to complete the boat-
pased surveysto Bird Island and subse-
quently around the west islands to the
Jason group inthenorth west inlate No-
vember. Ron Dixonleft and wasreplaced
py Bill Pole-Evansaong theway. It was
crucial to the success of the censusthat
survey teamscouldtravel around theis-
andswith many changes at short notice
pnd FIGASwerefantastic at al timesto
make surethiswaspossible.

Survey teeamsonthe east and west formed
the mainly land-based countsand included
Gus Clausen, Ruben Fijnvisitingfrom

Holland, Helen Otley, Dee Magtersfrom
Edinburgh Zoo and Peter Nightingale as
aguide for West Falkland. Alan Henry
and Mike Morrison headed out to
Saundersidand and onto Pebbleldand
to count the various colonies of abatross
and penguinsthere, whilst severd land-
owners helped by providing their own
counts. Along the way many people of -
fered warm welcomes, food, shelter and
washroomsfor thevariousteams. This
madethewholeexperienceamuchmore
pleasant one so great thanksto all who
helped.

Laser range finders used by surveyors
and handheld global positioning systems
provided aswift and accurate methods
of obtaining the area estimatesfor large
colony boundaries. Withtheareaknown,
transect linesthrough the colonies pro-
videenoughinformation ondengty for an
estimate to be calculated for number of
breeding birds, the non-breeders and
empty nestsintheentire colony. There-
maining smdler colonieswere counted by
hand withtally counters. The hand counts
were done multiple times either three
times by one person or once by three
people, and if the counts varied signifi-
cantly (over 5%) they were repeated.
Initial thoughtsand resultsseemedtovary
depending onlocationand dl thedatawill
haveto be pulled together onceall teams
have arrived safely back in Stanley.

Previous surveysindicated that there hag
been adramatic decline inthe numberg
of black-browed albatross breeding in
theislands, especially in the five years
beforethelast countinsummer 2000/01
Seabird populations are declining on &
scalemuch higher than any other specieq
around theworld due to arange of fac-
tors, mainly fishing related mortality. The
Fakland ISlandsisone of the few placeq
intheworld where seriouseffortsare be-
ing undertaken by the Fisheries Depart-
ment and Falklands Conservation to en
surethat thethreatsto seabirdsin Falk
land watersisminimised.

Articleand photo’s by Oli Yates.




Ascension | dand Visit

Part of my Environmental Education project with Falklands Conservationinvolves
working with Conservation on Ascension Island and Two Boats School to produce
locally focussed environmental education material. On October 4" | headed northto
begin myfirst Ascension Idand visit.

The mainfocusof my vist wasto familiarisemyself withtheidand and the peoplel
would beworking with and to research all environmental aspectsof theidand so that
| could start putting the educational resourcestogether for the school.
Conservation on Ascensionisdtill initsinfancy, having only been established in £
2001. Thefirst big project for Conservation at that point wasthe eradication of feral
cats, which wererestricting the populations of seabirdsto anumber of small rock
stacksand Boatswainbird Idand. There were few breeding birds on themainland
other than thetwo large coloniesof Sooty Ternsthat continued to breed successfully
dueto their sheer numbersand co-ordinated breeding cycle.

The RSPB provided thefunding for this project and, four yearslater it appearsto
have been successful although the monitoring processwill continue until March to
ensure complete eradication. Seabirds such asM asked Boobies, Brown Boobies,
Tropicbirdsand Noddieshavereturned to anumber of locationsonthemainland and
haveraised chickssuccessfully over thelast coupleof years. It'sbrilliant to seechicks
fledging successfully in areas where there haven’ t been any breeding seabirds for
around 150 years. The other big successstory for Conservationis Green Mountain
Nationa Park, whichwasestablished earlier thisyear with funding from OTEP (Over-
seasTerritoriesEnvironment Programme). Paths have been cleared and aboardwalk
has been built to the Dew Pond at the summit of Green Mountain. Thiscertainly
makesthe whole of Green Mountain far moreaccessiblefor vistorsto theisland.

Thereisalso anongoing project to propagate endemic fernsand re-introduce these
into thewild. At one point there werefewer than 50 Pterisadscensionisfernsleftin
theworld, but this decline has been halted by the programme of propagation.

With all these projectsgoing on it gave meanumber opportunitiesto get out around
theidand to photograph thewildlifeand plants aswell asthelandscape of theidand
itself to usein the production of educational resources. | went out ontheweekly &=
bird-monitoring walk, whichinvolved gettinga GPSlocation of any nest found onthe &
mainland so that the nest could be monitored from egg laying through to chick fledg-
ing, all being well. | went with the cat monitoring team to seethe processof ensuring §
theidandisfreeof catswhichinvolves setting up and monitoring bait sations, some =
of which areona24 hour video system particularly in areaswherethey think there ™
could beapotential cat problem.

Asweéll asbeinginvolved with thework of Conservation, | obviously spent timein
school meeting the staff and beginning to put together some ideasto support the
curriculum being taught. Aswith the schools here they follow the UK National Cur-
riculum so | wasdready familiar with theunitsof work that lend themselvesreadily to
thelocal environment. Asaresult of these meetings|’ ve been ableto plan lessons
and activitiesfor the childrento complete both in school and out inthelocal area
including aNature Trail next to the school and one on Green Mountain. | also spent
time gathering resourcesfor the school to usein classsuchascollecting rock samples
from variouspartsof theidand to usein the Year 3 unit about Rocks and Soils, abit
of aheavy task in the heat but well worthwhile!

| also organised atrip for theAscension Explorers group, (rather like our Watch
Group here), to visit the Sooty Ternsthat werein the middle of their breeding season.
It was quiteasight to see and hear nearly 80,000 pairs of Sooty Ternsand their




hickson the Wideawake Fairs, which areonthebarrenvolcanic plainsnear theairport. FSFNEREES
had 29 children take part and the visit to the bird colony was followed by a slide &+
resentation on Falklandswildlife, which seemed to go downwell. '

inaly | put together anew display intheairport to promotethework of Conservation
ntheisland. Thisincluded information about the projectsthat Conservationarecur- & *
entlyinvolved inand adisplay about the seabirds of theidand. If you' repassng through ﬁ:
nyour way to the UK and happen to get delayed in the cage for any length of time ¢
here'ssomething to read for awhileat least! | also put the same display inthe Conser-
ation officeitsalf for vistorsto thecentre.

al inal itwasavery successful and enjoyablework trip and | have returned here
ith plenty to work onfor school intermsof putting together teaching resourcesready
or my next visit toAscension Island inApril 2006. =
f you want to find out more about thework of Conservation onAscensionIdand you §

log onto their website: www.ascensionconservation.org.ac

A sthe sun crept up over the east end of
Sea L ion Idand thegroup of regular vis-
forswereaready actively hurrying up and
down the coadt, enjoying thecalm weather
pnd thinking about agood feed.

Hay' thedominant femaleinthegroup,
was leading the family along what she
knowsisabeach full of elephant sed pups
waiting to maketheir first tripsout to sea.
Hay isnot walking though, but svimming
several metres off the beach in deeper
water, as' Hay' isakiller whale.

The young elephant seal pupsarenot too
confidentinthewater and mekeaneasier
catch for thesmall group of killer whales
that regularly patrol the shores of Sea
|_ionIdand and the surrounding area. A
hew project first attempted last year
through Falklands Conservation’s Small
Grant Scheme hasthisyear shown that
thewhdesarethe samegroup aslast yesr,
and comparing with picturesinthelodge,
the sameindividud saswere patrolling the
shoresin 1996.

Sea Lion |Island regulars enjoy good n
and

nlentiful food

Throughtheuseof ahigh-resolution dig-
it cameraand alarge zoom lens, it has
been possibleto obtain photos of thein-
dividualsinthegroup or ‘pod’ and show
the same natural markingsbetweenyears
Natural scarsand cutsontheanimalsare
relatively permanent and provideagood
guide, likeafingerprint of eachindividual.
From these markings each whale can be
identified and followed year by year.

The pod consists of six animals, three
adultsand threeyoung including one pos-
sible new caf thisyear. Thenameswere
givenafter thesurroundingidands, Rum,
Whisky and Brandy; plus Hay fondly
named after Falklands Conservation's
most knowledgeable member Carol
Miller, and Elefrom, dightly ironically the
elephant seals.

The animals display interesting hunting
skillsthat giveaninsght into their intelli-
gence and knowledge of the Falklands
habitat and geography. With somekiller
whaesreaching 90 yearsold, it ispossi-
ble this small family group knows Sea
Lion Idand much better thanmost Idand-
erd Thefamily bondsarestrongand roles

aredistinct. Someindividualsshow spe
cidised hunting skillswhilst others appear
to carefor theyounger members of the

group.

It is hoped that the pod will be studied
into thefuture and abetter pictureof thein
lifeand habitsgained. Another good rea
sontofill inthe* Cetacean Watch' calen
dar and help form an idea as to where
Hay, Whisky (pictured on the calendar)
Rum and the others get to around thq
Faklands.

Oli Yates& PaplaPalavecino




New stern trawler mitigation
a great success

Great thought by Fishery Department
Cientistsand Conservation staff went into
producing a mitigation measure that
would solvethis problem, with somein-
ventionssignificantly moreuseful thanoth-
'S,

Tim Reid of FalklandsConservation came
Up withanideato try tori-lines, altogether
Similar to the bird scaring linesused on
onglinevessals. After several trialsthese
Imitigation measures were found to be
rather good at deterring the birdsfrom
the danger areaimmediately around the
warp cablesat therear of the vessdl.

Discussionswith Falkland Islands Gov-
ernment and specifically the Fisheries
Department led to theintroduction of the
new mitigation on stern trawlersin the
Fakland Idandsfinfishfishery. Sincethen,
effort hasbeen madeto monitor theuse-
fulnessof thetori-linesat seaunder vary-
ing weather conditions.

Theresultsof thereport indicate that the
tori-linesare extremely effective and re-
ducethemortdity of the seabirdsaround
finfish vesselsby amassive 90%withthe
new estimate of mortdity at just 169 birds
killed. Thereweresome problemsinvolv-
ing the deployment and retrieval of the
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linesat seaand some concern about thein
effectivenessin rough sea conditions, buf
overal themitigation has proved ahuge
SUCCESS.

Thefutureplanfor themitigationisasa
short tomediumterm measurewhilst othey
management optionsfor reducing the of-
fal discard are discussed by industry and
Government. The perfect Situationwould
befor no offal discard at all.

Theproject ismatch-funded by the For
eigh and Commonwesdlth Office Oversees
TerritoriesEnvironment Programme and
Falkland Islands Government. Thq
Laskaridisfamily provided extrafundsfor
observer coverage throughout the
project.

By Oli Yates

Second edition of
theVisitor's Guide
tothe Falklands

Falklands Conser vation will shortl
have available for sale the Second
Edition of the Visitor’'s Guideto thg
Falklands.

The 5th of December will see the
Falklandslaunch of thebook, written

by Debbie Summers on behalf of]
FalklandsConservation.

Theguidehasninenew sitesand the
original Steshavebeen up-dated. It
isaniceaddition toany book
collection and makesa beautiful gift,
ith fantastic photogr aphsof the
Idands. It isthe perfect present for
friends who live away, people visit-
ingor asan information guideto

The opinionsexpressed in this newsletter are not
necessarily those of Falklands Conservation.
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